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From Lailat-ui-Qadar to Yamm-ul-furqan: A
contemporary reading.
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From the modermn crisis of Religion to '
the PoSt-modern Crisis of Secularism.
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Igbai:The poet of tomorrow-.
whose time has come.
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The Ayat of Allal : The concrete

Material as a gateway to the ineffable
spiritual,
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the post-modern crisis of Secularism.
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“Marcus Welby" in the *70s sparked
a major lobbying effort. This effort

proved so successful that, as
Richard Levine reports in TV Guide
30, May 1981, “by the mid *70s,
half the sitcoms on television had

done a positive (‘prosocial’) gay-

show that often made its point —and
garnered laughs — by having a
particularly  macho  character
announce his homosexuality.” The
same is underway at PTV, where
the macho character of Abid Al
cried but accepted the fact without
any further resistance that his
daughter had pre-marital sex and so
on so forth. These are the
trendsetters.

PTV must be checked in its tracks
towards ~ immoral trend-seiting,
Makirg out of wedlock pregnancy
acceptable to a macho father is a
trend that would do more harm to
our society than any one of us can
expect. The terms of reference for
making newly invented norms
acceptable are  very clearly
mentioned in a 1963 episode of an
American TV play: “The
Defender,” where a judge argues to
make pornography acceptable. The
following exchange iHuminates the

terms of debate which are bemg

followed by many “liberals” in
Pakistan these days:

Judge : How do you know [its
obscene]?

Wife :I know they arrested him
for writing it.

Judge : Yes, Petronius had the
same trouble in his days.

Wife  :There you go quoting
Grecks to me...What difference
does it make, quoting people dead
2,000 years, as though they could
teach us anything today.

Judge Jesus has been dead
almost that long.
Wife :lsn't it time the law

stopped protecting only perverted
readers and paid Attention to
normal, decent people?... We've got
rights, too. Haven't we?

Judge :You've got a right not to
read the book if you don’t want
to...There has been no crime
committed here. Jarnes Henry David
is one of our country’'s leading
authors. -

Wife  :He wrote a dirty book.
Judge :No cultural police is going
to solve the question... What people
think of it is bound to differ
because of different backgrounds

and tastes Truth and beauty are 100
precious to society at large to be
mutilated by law.

It presents the classical liberal
defence to our criticism of PTV’s
lax standards. The debate is not
between free expression and
community standards. it is about
violation .of norms - the
endeavouring standards, the law of
nature. which is being ignored at
our peril. Standards erected out of
expediency in the West are being
hurled down out of expediency
because they could not submit long
to their own creation.
Unfortunately, we have now
decided to  experience  the
consequences of moral and social

* neoterism. And, like the generation

of Socrates and Thucydides, PTV
wants 0 make us believe that
somehow we have acted on false

-assumptions that must be corrected

now. No norms can be invented. All
that we can do is to reawaken out
conscrousness to the existence of
norms; to confess that there are
enduring standards superior to petty
private stock of MTV and ZTV's
rationality.
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VIEW POINT

- PTV’s Sexual Awakening.

In olden days a glimpse of Dopatta-
less women on PTV was looked on
as something shocking. Now heaven
knows anything goes. Television
now offers something for the voyeur
in every viewer. Its plays, music
and other shows and even
advertisements ~ such as “Always”
-- invite us to embrace a potpourri
of tangled love affairs, kinky vices,
and new adventures in erotic
experiments utterly unknown in the
Pakistani medium just a couple of
" years ago. The question is: What
cost are we going to pay for this
liberalisation of television and how
would it impinge on our social and
cultural norms?

The tube wasn’t always so
titillating. of course. The plays that
used to give married couples
separate beds, have turned around to
justify, albeit indirectly, pre-marital
sex (play: Inkar), promote alternate
life styles (play: Aadha Chebra),
divorce (Play: Zaibunissa) and
cross-dressing (Pop-Music). The
changes in PTV’s attitude towards
life are not reflection of loosened
sexual mores of the broader society,
or at least its trendsetting elements
in the wurban centres. Indeed,
television’s treatment of sex is
paradigmatic of how the medium
serves as an instant trendmaker
carrying changes in tastes and
standards from  cosmopolitan
centres across the 74% rural areas.
The television followed the
intellectual and social vanguard in
treating  varieties of  Indian,
European or American experiments
as appropriate subject matter. But it
has lately played a leading role in
questioning traditional and rel‘igious
moral standards before a vast
national audience.

Beyond wrongly presenting alien
social and sexual mores as our own,

Abid Ullah Jan

television is endorsing the changes
which may accelerate their
acceptance. The impact is probably
strongest on young people, whose
initial understanding of values and
norms  or  sexual  expression
increasingly comes from TV players
rather than parents or peers.
Meanwhile, in challenging one time
taboos from pre-marital sex to
extra-marital relations, PTV
entertainment increasingly transmits
Hollywood’s and  Bollywood's
perspectives rather than Islamic
Republic of Pakistan.

The occasional discreet references
to sexual relationships or half-naked
dresses and swimming costumes
(play: kabi kabi pivar mav) were
left to Pashto, Punjabi and some
Urdu films. Dramatic anthologies
like “Waris,” “Wagt,” “Anch.” etc.
pulled in a rich variety of material,
but clearly stayed away from
explicit © dresses and  sexual
references or relationships. Any
rumour  of  impropriety  was
scandalous. No wife was ever seen
leaving her lover’s apartment. It
was merely hinted that she was
often seen alone with a certain man
(Play: Kahan se Kahan Tak). A man
was never seen in an unmarried
woman’s  bedroom or parents
encouraging their daughter to enter
into such relations (Play: Dhool).
He would simply be referred to as a
womaniser.

The fast-paced, vyouth oriented
mélange, like “Fungama™ or “Box
Office,” presents dancing, Indian

style singing in couples, and
sexually oriented material with
pioneering  casualness.  These
adventures of PTV into the

wonderland of sex and liberalism
must not be taken for granted
because this is the medium that
makes the immoral acts and

standards acceptable. As long as
these things are seen on MTV or
ZTV, they are not considered
acceptable in our society,

The American exampie is before
our eyes. In early sixties, the
American TV was dominated by
slapstick routines. sigh gags. and
comic parodies of the flagship
variety shows. “Texaca  Star
Theater” with Milton Berle. “Your
Show of Shows™ with Sid Caesar,
and “All Star Review” with Jimmy
Durante had little need and no place
for sexual innuendo. In the late
sixties, TV dramas like =77 Sunset
Strip,” “"Peter Gunn™ and “Surfside
Six™ featured sexy leads and even
sexier guest stars like PTV of 2001,
Once put in motion, throughout the
1670s almeost any could happen in
the willy-nilly race toward new
frontiers of titillation.

Like PTV's play fnkar. Kubi Kabi
Pyar May and Adha Chehra,
American plays, like “M*A*S*H "
“All in the Family” and “The Sonny
and Cher Comedy Hour.” were not
only innuendos. and double
entendres  plentiful.  but more
detailed discussions of impotence.
bad sex. abortion. premarital sex
and adultery also become common.
The result is that none of the shows
on American TV now feature the
old biush-and-stammer element,
Instead, it's the American TV that
leads the public into its search for
new thrills from alternate life styles
to incest. child prostitution, a
variety of fetishes, sadomasochism
and bestiality.

The gay revolution in the US is also
the result of American TV's brining
them out of the closet. Long before
Mr. Clinton’s “Don’t Ask, Don't
Tell” policies. programmes like
“That  Certain  swmmer”  and
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