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WEEKLY NIDA-I-KHILAFAT AHOR
CONCEPT OF SECULARISM

By: Dr. Absar Ahmad.

Mr. Ifran Hussain’s
“Concept of Secularism” (The
Dawn, December 2, 2000) is an
eye opener. It was nevera secret
that every year thousands of
Sunnis declare themselves Shia
to escape deduction of ‘Zakat’
put why ‘the poor Ahmadis are
not permitted to legally buy
booze like other minorities in the

country’ was hardly known o

many. While comparing Israel
and Pakistan, the two states
created in the name of religion in
modern times, the claim put
forward by the writer that “they
{Arabs) do not face persecution
(in Israel) to the degree
Pakistan's minorities do”, is
such that even Israelis cannot
dare to make. At the religious
level the position in Pakistan is
worse, as well, Israeli rabbis try
to block all transpat on
Saturdays, the Jewish Sabbath,

while our Mullahs are on the

verge of declaring interest
illegal, thus precipitating a major
financial crisis, “he says. This is
just a glimpse of what people
like Mr. Irfan Hussain, “who
maintains that every body must
be equal in the eyes of the law”,
think about Pakistan and
‘uneducated” Mullahs. The
question is: Why have such
bitter feelings developed? Why
has our educated elite joined a
campaign, started in the Western
media, to paint Pakistan in bad
lights? It appears that it is our
‘hypocrisy’ that is bearing fruits
now.  Islamic Republic of
Pakistan has in fact never been
an Islamic Republic, nor secular
state either so it has to be. either

way, if we wish to survive. In
the end may I remind Mr. rfan
Hussain that in defining and

characterizing the essence and
spirit of Islam we have t0 look to
the Qur’an, the Sunnah of the
Holy Prophet and’ practice of
rightly guided caliphs and not to
intellectuals like Eqbal Ahmad,
Edmund Burke or Judge Hugo
La Fayette Black? The latter are
simply no authorities for us.
Islam definitely stands for
rationality and welfare of this
‘worldly life, yet it also reaches
out to embrace transcendence in
all of its pursuits, both at
individual and collective level of
existence, .

(Cdurtesy: Dawn, January 12 &
17)
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" SECULARISM AND ISLAM
By: Mohammad Ishrat Hussain, Karachi

Dear Sir,

Amina Nasim Khawaja
has very  aptly defined
secularism as ladeenyal (DAWN
January 10, 2001) for anything
not falling within the scope of
deen is ladeen - not deen.

Actually, the whole
confusion is created due to mix-
up of the meanings, connotation
and usage of the terms Islam,
deen and religion. By some it is
not understood that Isiam is not
merely a religion (in commonly
understood connotation) but 2
deen. For the termdeen there is
no exact equivalent in the
English language. It can be-best
defined by the phrase ‘complete

code of life’. Unlike religion,
deen encompasses all aspects of

human life within its fold - be it
beliefs, worships, morals,
dealings, fighting,  health,
education or any other aspect.

So much so that even eating,

drinking, sleeping, conversing
are also parts of deen - Islam.

This concept of deen is alien 10 .
secularism, thus to secularist.
Hence they argue that this or that
aspect of human life be kept

separate from religion,
considering Islam as any other
religion. This should be clearly
understood that Islam as a deen

cannot be compartmentalized.

(This letter was written 1o the
Editor, Dawn on January 11,
2001, but not published as yet).



