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UNDERSTANDING SECULARISM

By: Amina Nasim Khawaja

Secularists say that the
whole confusion springs from
the inaccurate translation of
secularism. Let us Jjust
reflect on that a little to detect
where exactly the confusion
lies.  Irfan Hussain in his
article “Concept of
secularism™ (Dec 2) quotes
Websters Third New
Intentional chtlonary as
defining secularism in the
defines following words: “A
system of social ethics based
upon a doctrine that ethical
~standards and conduct should
be determined exclusively
with reference to present life
and social well-being without
reference to religion”.

Islam is a Deen ds it
embraces each and every one
of the diverse facets of
individval and  collective
existence’ and not a Religion,
which restricts itself entirely
to the relationship between
man and God and does not
venture beyond that.

Now, while
determining the framework of
social ethics, if we choose not
to take Islam into

consideration at all, declaring -

with a casual shrug of the
shoulders that it is Just a
‘private  matter’, we . are
accepting Islam only in a very
narrow sense of the word. - So
there is nothing wrong really
with translating secularism as
“Ladinyat” because that it
precisely what it is. What is
wrong and terribly so is our
attitude because we snatch

o2l (g

from Islam the status that it
insists it has. By suspending
and holding in abeyance its
large and vital part related to
the state and society, we are
rendering ineffective a vibrant
force that can change the
destiny- of man. By
incarcerating it within
suffocatingly narrow limits,
we are killing its very spirit.

The high and
impregnable wall that some of
our intellectuals aspire to
erect between state and
religion was razed to the
ground by the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) who was
simultaneously the head of

JJldlei‘_y,&Lu Vs Lsap s (S
eilse s $S J'/ff S B i T
1 Lrrl

the state.

In the words of the
French historian Lamartine:

“Philosopher, orator,
apostle, legislator, warrior,
conqueror of ideas, restorer
of rational dogmas, of a cult

‘without images, the SJounder

of twenty terrestrial empires
and of one spiritual empire,
that is Muhammad. As
regards all standards by
which human greatness may
be measured, we may well
ask, is there any man greater
than him”?

(Courtesy:  daily
January 10, 2001).
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