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A MATTER OF CLARIFICATION

Dr. Rashid Ahmad (Jullundhri)
Chief Editor ’
Al-Ma'rif Lahore.

Dear Dr. Rashid
(Juliandhri} Sahib

Ahmad

I am disappoirted to read your
lecture/article published in Al
Ma’rif (July-September 2000)
under the caption “Rights -of
non-Muslims  in  an  Islamic
State”. It appears that the
principle put forth by you that
“one must not interpret a divine
book in the light of one's pre
conceived ideas” was only for
others, otherwise how could it be
possible that a man like you
sitting in an important Islamic
institute does not understand the
simple and categorical Qur’anic
teachings on the topic under
discussion. As you said man is
divine in origin no doubt, but [
failed to understand how can that
origin of man obliterate the
distinction between a believer
and a non-believer and warrants
the conclusion “that both
Muslims and non-Muslims have
equal rights” when the Qur’an
lays down at several places that:
Is the one who follows

the pleasure of Allah like the one
who draws on himself the wrath
of Allah - (3:162)
And

“Not equal are Al-Khabith
and Al-Tayvab” (5:100)

Simitarly, how on earth the
principle of “fighting in self
defence” could be inferred from
Surah Al-Baqarah (Ayak 193):
“Fight them till there is
no persecution (Frinah) and the
religion (Deen) is Gods'.
as said by vou.

While referring to the Madina
Agreement, you have altogether
ignored the later steps taken by
the Prophet (SAW) towards the
Jews, as well as the conquest of
Makkah. [t is a matter of simple
logic as well as the élan and
heart of Qur’anic teachings that
Islam and Kufr cannot coexist.
If Islam is dominant, then the
Divine commandment is:

“Fight against those
who acknowledge not the
religion of truth among the
people of the scripture until they
pay the jizyah' with willing
submission, and feel themselves
subdued™ (Al-Qur’an 9:29)

This obviously precludes any
agreement or peaceful
coexistence with the forces and
adherents of non-Islamic beliefs.
[ entirely agree with you that
Islamic state is an egalitarian
state. offering equal

- protecting honour,

opportunities  to  all and
life and
property of all of its citizens.
Yet Islamic State is essentially
an embodiment of basic beliefs
of Islamic faith and as such only

Muslims - can take part in
sensitive legislagive and
decision-making activities.

Humanity, peace and morals are
certainly of great significance
but one should not confuse them
with statecraft.

“And when it is said to them:
Make not mischief on the earth.
They say: We are only peace
makers.” " (Al-Qur’an
2:11)

[ shall be looking torward to
receiving your views on the
matter. Thanking you.

Sincerely,

(Dr. Absar Ahmad)
53-K, Model Town, Lahore.
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