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WHY TO TOE INDIAN LINE?

Recently at a mosque in New
York after prayers I observed two white.
American Muslims talking in earnest to
a Pakistani Muslim.  Apparently the
Americans who were new converts were
astonished to see the lewdness of the
photographs printed in a Pakistani paper
which the Pakistani gentleman was
reading. They were more dismayed and
disappointed than angry because they
assumed that Pakistan prided itself as
being known as the “Islamic Republic of
Pakistan® yet in  an  obscene
contradiction of its name. the matertal
its newspapers printed was more in line
with various [ndian newspapers and
magazines whose contents are abound
with the usual cheap and tacky
photographs of vulgar women,

An Arab gentleman joining
the discussion added that in order to sell
papers, not only did Pakistani papers
pander to classless readers desperate of
sexual images. but disturbingly so,
certain reputable papers were actively
pursuing an anti-Islamic agenda in their
editorial writings and in the choice of
letter they would print from their
readers. To stress his point he showed
the group a certain editorial from a daily
captioned, “Tea — Without Sympathy”
and various letters printed in support of
the paper’s anti-Islamic sentiments from
4 pile of discarded newspapers. | was
rather intrigued, and in examining the
material found the statements to be
sadly true, and it was apparent from the
collection of articles and editorials, that
some Pakistani newspapers were indeed

quite overt in their anti-Islamic
sentiments, Another Pakistani
gentleman  pointed out that such

sentiments stemmed more from that
particular paper’s secularist and anti
Punjabi and anti-Pashtoon agenda, as its
editors and writers were generally
selfish  “Mohajirs”™ who cared little
about [slam or Pakistan and more about

(A letter to editor)

Mr. Tahir Nowab Ghanavi
has rightly emphasized in his letter,
(The Frontier Post, November 24,
2000) thar Pakistan and all Muslims
must unite in boycotting anything
opposed to Islam if Pakistan is to be
an Islamic country. It is very
encouraging that people like him do
realize the importance of Islamization
of Pakistan. In fact Pakistan’s destiny

" is inseparably linked up with Isiim.
Since it was created in the name of

BY: TAHIR NAWAB GHAZNAVI
spreading  venom  and  dissension
amongst Muslims.  In fact in reading
such articles one did find remarkabie
similarities in their theme and opinions
to Indian Hindu newspapers with whom
Pakistan has been at war fir the longest
time. The attack on the Taliban of
Afghanistan  in  the - aforementioned
edilorial was quite unseitling, as the
Editor’s recommendations seemed to
destroy the general prevailing concept
of Muslim hospitalisy particularly in
their assistance 10 brother Muslims in
need, and completely ignored the
incredible contribution of the Taliban in
establishing Islam in Afghanistan which
prior 1o their intervention was a Godless
country, rife with all un-Islamic acts and
norms.

At this poirt the Pakistani and
two other fellow Pakistanis. both taxi
drivers, who decided to voice their
opinions, became rather angry at the
observations being made and the
objections raised, and proceeded to
express themselves in the vilest of
curses and insults directed against the
group. And in parting they make two
statements, of course coupled with
colourful abuses, which categorically
underlined the basic problem with
Pakistan, he stated, “Jee Pakistan
Hamara Hai, Hamay Taliban wala Islam
naheen chahivay™ (Pakistan is ours, we
do not want the Taliban style of Islam).
After translating to the perplexed group
the meaning and import of the
statements, minus the abuses of course,
it became terribly clear that most
Pakistanis in their practice and
expression  of Islam are painfuily
hypocritical. Like the once India King
Akbar who created his own religion
which he named, Dine-llahi, they too
have created and follow their own
version of Islam which is a pot-porrui of
Islamic and Hindu rituals, to which are
added western concepts and standards

of morality in order not te distort their
“western Progressive”™ image.  They
very proudly claim to be following
turkey’s  Secularist ‘progressive anti-
Islamic™ example, when in fact the
Turkish  Prime  Minister  snubbed
Pakistan in refusing to visit Pakistan or
meet with Pakistan's General Parvez
Musharrat and instead they made a bee
line for Pakistan's arch enemy. India,
and signed agreements worth billions of
doilars.

God has stated in the Quran
that He will never change the condition
of a people wuntil they change
themselves first. It is now up to
Pakistanis to -seriously decide whether
they wamt to continue their abysmal

nadir state  of moral and soctal
corruption, and  economically and
developmentally remain laggards

behind India and China: in spite of
gaining independence at about the same
time as them. In the fifty years of
Pakistan’s independence, Istam has only
been talked about, and followed only in
ritual celebrations, but irreverence for
their British colonial heritage, which
they can not seem to shake off, never
ever has Islam been implemented by
any ot its founding fathers or its leaders.
For a Muslim this whole earth is
Allah’s, without any political
boundaries. and 1o be a citizen of this
earth one must then strive to perfect
oneselt as a Muslim.  Towards that
Pakistanis and all Muslims must unite in
boycotting any thing opposed to Islam
such  as  all  political  social,
administrative  and  governmental
institutions, and including news media
whose agenda is any thing other than
Islam. Barringthat Pakistanis must then
honestly ask themselves if Pakistan is to
be an Islamic country or not?  (The
Frontier Post, November 24, 2000).

Istam it has no other justification for
ity existence and survival except Islam,
We have also observed during the last
53 years that paying lip service o
Islain has brought us no honour and
dignity. If we did not unite, the
prophecies that Pakistan is going to
completely collapse in the near future
may not prove absolutely false. But

the question is how can we unite in the
present  state  of chaos and
disharmony? The only answer that
comes to mind is that each of us

should immediately join a group or u
party which one considers most
committed to the cause of Islam.
Since I am already member of a party
of my choice I am obliged 1o ask Mr.
Ghaznavi and other Pakistani brothers
to please think over and make a
decision to come forward in joining
hands for a positive change in the
country.

(Frontier Post,

2000)

November 30,
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