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MOMENT OF REFLECTION AND DECISE

By: S. M. Shakir Hassan

In one of his lectures to his political
science class in 1945, the famous
scholar and professor of history and
potitical science, Mohammad Habib of
India, stated that the silence of the
Qur’an and the Prophet (peace be upon
him) are their greatest contribution on
constitutional issues, because a word
from either would have amounted to
rigidity which was anathema to progress
of this science. This was too serious a
matter to ponder and reflect. The
answer was not difticult to find. Scores
of eminent Muslim, European and
American scholars and historians have
highlighted the political and
constitutional processes initiated by the
Prophet (pbuh}.

The measures adopted aimed at freeing
men and women from the tyranny of
traditions, customs, prejudices,
privileges and bigotry of the tribal,
feudal and religious aristocracies. This
was the minimal fundamental change
required to achieve the objective of
creating a social order based on: a)
equality beiween human  beings
irrespective of colour of their skin,
caste, creed or origin; b} supremacy of
the rule of law; ¢) empowerment of
people to cheose their rulers; and d) to
manage their aftairs through
consultation. Before the staie structure
founded on these principles by the
Prophet (pbuh) having survived for
more than thirty-two years despite
pitfalls and assassinations of three of the
first four caliphs (heads of state) could
stabilize, it was uprooted and replaced
by dynastic despotism.

This counter change sucked spirit from
the body. It cut across the very purpose
and concept of finality of the Prophet
(pbuh) and the operative part of the
Qur'an. The Qur’an and the Prophet
(pbuh) envisaged and laid foundations
of a society designed to keep pace with

the times and thinking ahead of the
progress of human mind. Retrogression
or stagnation had no place on Islam’s
canvass. To reverse the evolutionary
process of a new social order and state
structure (incorporating all the elements
of a republic), the tribal, feudal and
religious aristocracies, hiding their real
face, manipulated Islam to protect their
pre-Islamic privileges and practices by
indulging in a massive ~ideological
misleading, substituting  theological

tyranny for the operative part of the
Qur’an.
For more than a millennium, the

Muslim societies have suffered from a
basic ailments: the transition from pre-
to post-Istamic society brought forth
with it most of the cultural traditions,
customs, . superstitions,  prejudices,
intolerance and bigotry of the ribal,
feudal and religious aristocracies, who
exploited the irresistibie moral force and
unprecedented popular appeal generated

by Islam to consolidate their
strangiehold over the general mass of
people.

Today's Muslim societies are a product
of these phenomena.  Resorting to
militancy for achieving their objectives,
indulging in intolerance and depriving
men, women, children and minorities of
their fundamental rights and using Islam
as a tool for their perpetration - these
are just a few of the legacies of those
phenomena. Equality, empowerment of
people, rule of law, dissemination of
knowledge and frugality in public
spending are the opposite of survival of
aristocracies’ arbitrariness.

Muslim societies, like the one in
Pakistan, have little options. Eiher they
continue fiving in the preponderam
aristocratic culture with all its evils or
resist and revert to their origin as guided
by the operative part of the Qur’an and
ordained by the Prophet (pbuh) and

followed by his close associates as
heads of state. The aristocracies are
deeply entrenched in all power centres
and the media in Pakistan. The
government is in their full grip, at least
form the 1958 successful military
intervention.  The grip has not loosened.
On the contrary, it has tightened. A
way will, therefore, have to be found
out to correct and balance the situation.
The fifty-three experiment of the British
political system designed by the British
Parliament in 1935 and followed in
Pakistan has helped stabilize the tribat,
feudal and religious aristocratic yoke on
the necks of the people who, due to utter
helplessness  to  resolve their  basic
problems, like education, healthcare,
shelter, safe drinking water, justice,
safeguarding their rights and liberty and
protection against tyranmy, in their
ignorance have started looking for
alternatives which are the-gntitheses of
the operative part of the Qur’an and all
the principles the Prophet (pbuh) stood
for.

The single most problem in today’s
Pakistan is the form of government.
Governmenis  elected or headed by
monarchs  or  oligarchs
executive, legislative and judicial
powers are apt to commit tyrariny and.
injustice. The three branches of
government  will, out of political
necessity and for meeting the people’s
aspirations, have to be constitutionally
separated ~ from federal to provincial to
district to city - to empower the two to
prevent the excesses by the third as you
tind in the constitutional architecture of
the United States of America. This was
also the view bheld by no less a leader
than Mr. Jinnah himself as propounded
“in his famed November 8, 1945 press
interview.  (The News, November 23,
2000).

Our letter to “The News”:

" This is with reference to an article by Mr. S.

M. Shakir Hassan, tiled “Moment of
reflection and decision”. The author has
most profoundly elaborated the

constitetional issue confronting our couniry
and has quite eppropriately proposed the
constitutional architecture like that of USA
in order to have the three branches of
government viz; executive, legislative and

judiciary separated. Though the idea put
forth in the article is basically not new, yet it
is highly relevant in today's scenario as very
Jew analysts pay aitention to our ideological
moorings.

Mr. Hassan has very rightly emphasized the
need of finding out 4 way lo correct and
balance the prevailing preponderant
aristocratic and decadent political culture
and reverting to the origin as guided by the
Qur’an and ordained by the Holy Prophet

(PBUH). 1In this context, it would not be
out of place to mention that even the
methodology would also be found in the
same sources i.e. Qur'an and the Seerah of
Prophet (PBUH). What actually is needed,
is that persons like Mr. Hassan should come
forward, organize people into a disciplined
force and then launch a non-violent
peaceful resistant movement against corrupt
and exploitative order.

exercising

{Not published)
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