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by_the studenrts of Deeni madrasas. As
T & matter of fact it was reported by a
-Qadiani dominated NGO that in 1998
nearly 6000 persons were killed on
account ‘of “Zar, Zameen and Zan” in
Punjab and Karachi alone whereas 150
persons were killed on account of
sectarian  differences in  the entire
country,
Example 4: Dawn regularly publishes a
weekly column ‘JAY WALKER' by
Amina Jilani. True to the definition of
Jay Walker, viz; “One who walks
carelessly in  the streets, without
noticing the traffic™, the versatile
columnist  writes carelessly  without
noticing the norms of dignified
journalism. The columnist specializes
in burling invectives on Islam and its
adherents particularly madrasa students.
Moulvis and Ulema. She says that
during 1990 to 1998 i.e. in eight years
several hundred were killed in sectarian
strife, although as mentioned above the
total killings for 1998 alone numbered
nearly 6000 in Punjab and Karachi, non
sectarian Killings in the whole country
numbering 150. The truth of the matter
is that ours is a violent culture because
of taithless people’s propagation of vice
and strife, through their writings and
TV culture of promoting biological urge
coupled with fostering of violence.

PALESTINE -

"a e of faith"

"the blood of martyr brothers is Cleansing the streets of palestine”
“the courage of brothers & sisters is a pride for generations to come”
"shamed are we, o brethren of palestine”

“we are still lost in 2 jungle of cowardice”

"stunned are we, looking at your children"

"who face death with smiles on their face"

"what a beautiful struggle are we in"

"children are the front runners of islam"

“we are proud of you o little flowers of islam*
“paradise is waiting for you o tender roses of islam”
"we salute you o youth of palestine” -
"angels are witness to your sacrifices for palestine”
"we invoke ALLAH s mercy on you o brave hearted people”
"we pray for ALLAH s wrath on enemies of islam"

“al agsa is ours we will get it back
the lives you have given
the blood you have sacrificed
_ will not be a LOSS
- for ALLAH LOVES & HELPS THOSE WHO STRIVE IN HI
CAUSE. '

The Jay Walker bemoans the number of
madrasas in thousands with large
enrolments.  She would be further
disheartened to know that there are
nearly 140,000 mosques in this country
of 140 million. Every single mosque is
‘a Madrasa with children learning the
Qur'an and the alphabet gratis  in
morning and afternoons.

The big madrasas are in small numbers.
However, all of the big madrasas
according to the repeated statements by
the Interior Minister Lt. Gen, (R)
Moinuddin Haider are 99.9 percent
clean. They teach Qur’an, Hadith and
Shariah to lead 2 noble, virtuous and
peaceful life. Maligning General Zia-
ul-Hay Shaheed for supposed ills is an
aberration of prejudice mind.  The
much-trumpeted Zakat to the madrasas
is a “wifle” in the large expenses
supported by independent couniry.
Likewise, other accusations by the

_coluimnist are totally baseless.

Example 5: Dawn is supporting other
vilification  campaign against  the
Islamic institutions and individuals by
publishing regular columns by Kunwar
ldris, Hafeez-ur-Rahman, ‘Lahori’, A.
B. 8. Jafri, ‘Cowasjee’ etc. who have
the check to malign Pakistan on purely
fictitious grounds. Whatever may be
the topic these versatile Columnists will

DRM.JIDRIS. §
BANGALORE , INDIA.

end up by such remarks as “Pakistan is
a pariah™, “a failed state™, “Isolated”.
“every Killing is related to sectarian
difference”, “Minorities like Hindus,
Christians, Qadianis (Ahmadis) are
maltreated™. All  these hyperbolic
exaggerations feed Pakistan’s enemies
across the border and the faulifinding
Western Press,

May the Almighty Allah enable the
anti-Pakistani columnists and editors to
shorn  off their prejudices against
peaceful madrasas, their Ulema and
students, and the great future of this

great Islamic country.
Media Research Newsletter Jun [6-
July 15,2000, Vol 1,

{Courtesy:

No. 5).
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. considerate

THE CHANGING ROLES OF THE DAILY DAWN

PRE-DAWN PERIOD:

Before the establishment of Dawn in
Delhi, in pre-partition India, by the
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
there was not a single English daily
Newspaper of Muslims although -there
were numerous English dailies owned
by the Hindus. The British rulers had
their prestigious daily, “The
STATESMAN', published - from
*Calcutta’ and ‘Delhi’. lan Stephens,
Editor of the Statesman, was a bit
towards the Indian
Muslims. He published a weekly
column  “Dar-el-Islam”,  with an
introductory note that as the Muslims in

- India did not have any outlet to project

their views the said column would serve
their purpose. The revered Columnist
was Shahed who very effectively
projected the Muslims’ viewpoint in the
Indian political drama of the tumultuous
days of 1940’s. I remember as a college

~—-student 1 would eagerly await the

publications of Shahed’s Dar-el-Islam.
APPEAREANCE OF DAWN FROM
DELHI:

The Quaid-e-Azam’s discerning eyes
spotted the genius of Shahed (who was
none else but the great Altaf Hussain)
who later firmly - established Dawn in
Karachi. The Quaid-e-Azam also
selected Pothen Joseph of ‘The Pioneer’
of Lucknow to be the editor of Dawn,
Delhi, In spite of our access to our
college and other librasies I would buy
Dawn for one Anna for my satisfaction.
Those were the heydays when Dawn
would serialize” “It shall never happen
again”; highlighting the atrocities
committed by the Hindu dominated
Congress Governments in the Muslim
minority  provinces. The leading
Congress ~ dailies ke the Naticnal
Herald of Lucknow would rebut Dawn
serial {(which was based on the Muslim
League’s Pirpur Report) - under the
caption “What really happened™ by K.
N. Katju. 7
through the record of the British
Cabinet Mission’s plan o grant
independence  within  the  India
framework in three regions. West and
East to be under the Muslim majority
and the Central under
dominance, The Muslim

It will be worthwhile to go anti-Ahmadi

the Hindu
League Isiamic reform, particularly the National Violence” in Pakistan ending with the

BY DR. SHAHEERUDDIN ALAVI

far-fetching and conflicting elucidation
and interpretation of the Plan that the
wise Pundits lose the last chance of
keeping India together. Dawn single-
handedly held aloft the banner of
Muslim movement for an independent
Islamic state- under the names of
‘Pakistan’.

THE ROLE OF DAWN AFTER
THE CREATION OF PAKISTAN:

Afier Independence the Quaid-e-Azam
shifted Dawn from Delhi to Karachi.

The great journalist Altat Hussain as its’

Editor not onty projected the Isfamic
ideology of the new state but also
effectively - rebutted  the  adverse
propaganda of the [ndun press. In late
50's and early 60" while pursuing my
post graduate stuhes in the United
States I would subscitbe to my national
vocalist and receive a bunch of The
Daily Dawn by surface mail. Though
belated yet T kept myself abreast of
national development in my dear
country, the fulfitlment of our college
days slogan, ‘Pakistan Ka matlab Kia -
‘La ilaha il Lallah® (How cruel to read
in Dawn now that this slogan was raised
only thirty years ago!). We could never
imagine even in our most fantastic
intuition that there would ever be a day
when this heart and soul of Pakistani
Muslims would become. inter alia a
harbinger and determined advecate of
everything anti-Islamic, anti-deen, anti-
madaris and anti-Pakistani ideology!
PRESENT ROLE OF DAWN

(1) Propagation of anti-Islamic
Ideology: Projecting the views, news
and complaints of Qadianis who cali
themselves * Ahmadis”.

Example 1: Dawn dated (6" March
2000 complaining about false reports
regarding  injustice  to  Qadiani
community.

Example 2: Dawn 5" March 2000
deceased Aziz Siddigqun ~ plea to “repeal
jaws” . although the
superior courts of Pakistan from High
Court 1o the Supieme Court have
repeatedly held the alleged anti-Ahmadi
laws as perfectly just and legal,
Example 3: Dawn 20" Feb 2000
condemnation of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s

Muslims.  Although the truth of the
matter is that the originator of the
Qadiani faith, Mirza Ghutam Ahmad
Qadiani had declared the Muslims as
*Kafir’® in 1904,

Besides the above, numerous letters to
the editor written by Qadianis against’

Islamic Ideology published in Dawn.

{1) BLACK LISTING ANY NEWS,
LETTERS, VIEWS REJOINDERS
AGAINST THE QADIANIS FALSE
PROPAGANDA: .
When Muslims intelligentsia wrote
anything in defence of Islam and against
the Qadiani insinuations, the Dawn staff
frankly told them that they do not
publish anything against Qadianis as a
matter of policy! '

(2) DAWN’'S EDITORIAL ALLEGED
BASELESS, UNFOUNDED
CHARGES AGAINST MADRASAS,
THEIR STUDENTS AND ULEMA:
Example 1 Dawn Oct 10™ 1999, Editor
Dawn accused madrasas of imparting
military training to their students hence
there was “reign of terror in the
country”.

Although the truth is that the Imerior
Minister has repeatedly confirmed that
99.9 percent of the madrasas are clean,
they do not impart any military training,
they teach the Qur'an, Hadith and
Shariah and they foster the growth of
virtuous life in students and people at
large. [t is regrettable that the
hyperbolic words “reign of terror”
should have been used by an objective
editor.

Example 2: In its numerous issues
Dawn has published contemptuous

appellations against Muslim scholars

calling them obscurantist, clerics.
Actually these great Muslim scholars
and Ulema have written voluminous
treatises on Islamic jurisprudence,
meaning and interpretation of the Holy
Qur'an, life of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (SAW). They are greatly
honoured here and abroad. The Quaid-
e-Azam showed them greatest respect
and got the national flag of Pakistan
unfurled by them on independence in
Karachi and Dhaka.

Example 3: Dawn serialized late Eqbal
Ahmad’s five articles on “Roots of

Okayed the plan. However, the Hindu Assembly’s unanimous declaration of most fantastic conclusion that all the

leaders. including Gandhi-ji made such.

Qadianis or “Ahmadis™ as non-

violence in the country was perpetrated
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