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adopted. In this regard there are
three basic principles: sovereignty
belongs only to Allah (swt), no
legislation can be done which is
repugnant to Qur'an and Sunnah,
and full citizenship is for Mustims
only. The existence of these
principles and the absence of any
governmental structure is precisely
what enables us o move with the
spirit of times and employ any
governmentat structure we deem fit,
so as long as it does not violate the
basic principles.

Respected Mr. Hassan
questioned, “If a state assumes an
“ideplogy what should be the fate of
those citizens who do not profess

athc same idcology?” In an Islamic
State non-Muslims will have the
same  rights as the Muslims
concerning the protection of their
lives, property, honor and the
freedom to practice their religion in
their private lives. In this sense
Islam will not be imposed on them,
~However, non-Muslims cannot take
part in the highest level of
policymaking, neither can they
participate in_-the  process of
legislation. - Thé legistation in an

Islamic State will have to be done

within the framework of the Qur’an
and Swmnah, and those who believe

neither in the Qur'an nor in the ~
Swnnah cannot be entrusted to make

such laws. Related to this is Mr.

Hassan’s iltogical proposition, that
~this issue should be vicwed “from-

the vantage point of minorities™.
How democratic is it to decide the
fate of the majority according to the
wishes of minorities?

Let it also be understood that
the presence of secularism does not
necessitate social justice among all
the classes in the state. The concept
of equality among all citizens is an
utopian dream yet 10 maicrialize
Even in an advanced secular state
like USA., for instance, the gap
between black and white still hasn't
been bridged; and in India the

distinction between Brahmin and
Shoodar is well known around the

world.

As for the issue of Quaid-e-
Azam being a “thorough going
secular and liberal democgrat™, let us
for the sake of argument assume
that he was secular and liberal.
How would this oullity and
undermine the Qur’anic injunctions

and commandments of establishing

(October 28, 2000)
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We muslims should stand tall
And stay together jyst like a brick wall
Whenever we hear about killings
We should fight even if it’s too daring
If we fight strong and bold
Then victory will only be ours to hold
If we help Chechnya and Kashmir
Then victory will be very near
But we haven’t helped Chechnya and Kashmir
~And victory is not near
~And with all the killings in Palestine
I can feel their pain right inside
. We should liberate Palestine
And make Masjid Al-Agsa yours and mine
Missiles are being shot from helicopters
While Palestinians are being rushed to doctors
I don’t think it’s fair
To have rocks against missiles from the air
If we liberate Palestine all together
Then there will be no force that will be better
We should have faith in Allah and fight together
And we will have victory like the Prophet at Badr

(This poem is written by Asad Hashim Khan (Age 9) 5"G,
Islamic Foundation School, Villa Park, ILL U. S. A.)

an Islamic State? As Muslims our
loyalty and obedience are for Allah
(swt) and His Messenger (saw).

Writien By:
ADNAN REHMAN

Student Onc Year Ruju-ilal-Quran Course

(This article was sent to English
dailies for publication).
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THE CONFLICT BETWEEN

SECULARISM AND ISLAM

n article by Mr. Wagas
Hassan titled *“Electorate
and  Ideoclogy” (Dawn

Encounter, Oct. 14) put forth
arguments in favor of the separation
of state and religion. The root cause
of our secular minded elite’s
rejection of an Islamic state is the
misconception that Islam is merely
- a religion confined to the private
-sphere. Islam, in reality, is a Deen,
which is an aggregate of the private
and public realms. Therefore, Islam
is not merely a private matter and
cannot and must not be called a
religion in the modern sense of the
term. The ideclogical foundation of
the Deen of Islam is the
revolutionary concept of Tauheed.
Tauheed may be defined as a
system of thought and practice in

which everything has a divine frame .

of reference. Tauheed demands that
the Authority, Sovereignty, and
Kingship of Allah (swt) must be
asserted in all realms of life,
whether private or public. For any
political system to be called Islamic,
its laws must be devised under the
divine frame of reference. To
subject the state to a different set of
‘rules other than those of Islam is
tantamount to shattering the
ideological foundation of Islam. In
stark contrast to this, secularism
seeks to subject the private and
public realms to different sets of
rules.  Secularism prohibits. any
reference to divinity in the public
sphere. This is in exact opposition
to Islam and that is why the two can
" never co-exist.

Concerning the nature and
implications of Allah’s Sovereignty,
Mr. Hassas rightly declares, “God’s
sovereignty is absolute and like His
other  attributes cannot be
delegated”, yet he goes on to

delegate this sovereignty to the
“will of the people”. There is a
manifest contradiction between
these two statements for sovereignty
refers to the authority to legislate
and when sovereignty is delegated
to the populace it empowers them to

legislate whatever they deem Halal

and Haram. In such a case; Allah
(swt) is stripped of His right to
legislate and reduced to a mere
spectator who has ne role to play in
the practical lives of His creation.
Such a proposition is preposterous
and ridicutous. The book of Allah
(swi) emphatically announces that

sovereignty (power to leglslate) is

only for Allah (swt):

“[He] has no partner in - His
sovereignty™ [17:111}
“[He]  does -

whatsoever” [18: 26]

“Sovereignty is for none but Allah
(swy)” [12:40]

As for those who str:p Him (swt) of
His power of legislation there is a
severe warmning;

“and those who do not judge
(legislate) by what Allah (swt) has
revealed such are Kafirs” [5:44]
“such are unjust” [5:45]

“such are rebellious” [5:47]

Mr. Hassan further stated that
“When a particular religion is
associated with the state, it is almost
inevitably used by the state as an
instrument of coercion”. It may be
noted that as many examptles can be
cited in which a state abused the
name of religion “as an instrument
of coercion”, just as many can be
cited in which this was not the case.
For instance, by their own
admittance the fews’ golden era was
undcr Muslim Spain and Hindus
ﬂourlshed in Hindustan durmg the

" nagionalis® - e -
. nﬁmg;lpsmarosewﬁhsuch force i in
not Jhar& H;sA
sovereignty with anyon& else_

reign of Muslim - rule. Most
important point to note in this
regard is that the separation of state
and religion does not guarantee the
eradication of religion being used
“as an instrument of cocrcion.”
Respected Mr. Hassan * himself
admitted that “Secularism as state
ideology (as being practiced in
Turkey)} is as repressive as a
religious state”. If a secular state
can be “as repressive as a religious
state™
that one is a superior form of
government than the other?

Respected Mr.
noted,
of  the modern , mat

Hassan also

the West was because they had no
other means of uniting their people.
The next logical result of this was
then seen in the two of the bloodiest
wars of human history; both were
fought in the name of nationalism.
It is no wonder that Allama
Muhammad Igbal called
nationalism the greatest idol of 20"
century and labeled it the “coffin of
religion.”!  We see then that the
idea of nationalism stands in direct
opposition to the Islamic point of
view. This is because Muslims all
over the world form one community
and as such our nation is Islam.

Let wus now tum to
Mr. Hassan's charge that those
“who espouse the marriage of the
state and Islam tend to remain
ambiguous on the exact nature of,-
the relationship”.

an Islamic State, the Qur’an ap;l"
Sunnah provide us with cer ®
‘basic principles and as long as- those
are adhered to0,- le
structure - ean - -be-

principles
governmental -

. p'r-_--,.*} rr-ﬁi :
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then where is the evidence .

With respect to '

¥

“the most important. attrlbute e
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