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Kashmir, after 48 years

As one who was born in
India and interested in the weli-
being of the people of the
subcontinent as a whole. [ read
your cover story on Kashmir in
the March issue with great care.
While T agree with you on
historical basis for Jammu and
Kashmir opting for Pakistan ip
1947, 1 strongly suspeet that the
historical ground has now been
invalidated because of the
following developments.

After Pakistan came
Into being in 1947, there was
complete “cthnic cleansing” of
Hindus in the Western part of
the country, whereas 80 million
Muslims were still living in
India, a situation never
anticipated by the Muslim
leaders who werg fighting for
Pakistan at the time. The
resulting imbalance is
unsustainable for long. in a
world that is facing a population
explosion and dwindling
resources. unless these countries
can live peacefully,

It can be said that it was
Divine Will which led to the
formation of Pakistan in 1947,
which nobody could stop.
Nobody could belicve in late
1930s that Pakistan would
become a reality. But Pakistan
has now lost her raison o ‘étre
before God becausc of drug
culture, ethnic violence,
political conspiracies and so on.
The very people - 80 million
Indian Muslims who voted for
Pakistan, of whom 10 million
migrated to Pakistan, have now
gonc against its very roofs.

eA c'-d'dw‘dfuftfu”nf
P NIAN S AL
Sz b € }’tlaudLb/J'-Lu?r
d[é MZty Eusld 2, w Ly &

'Julijfm/é.w/;‘{c._/ u“/n

ALy L(M/?L-;:,/
_Kz_lo u/rc)ZUL"jJJE/:’

31383

One¢ can understand the
feeling of moral responsibility
on part of Pakistan to assist the
Kashmini people in their
struggle to decide their future,

but her action and declaration
will lead to military conflict
which will surely lcad to
nuclear confrontation

In such a situation
India, which has been the part
of regional geography for the
last 5,000 years or more, will
survive, though at the cost of
termible destruction and misery
for centuries. Pakistan, on the
other hand, as a country of 50
vears without any natural
boundary but based purcly on
ideological ground, will
disappear totally.

The fate of 120 million
Muslims in India will be
decided by God alone. And the
very purpose of creating an
Islamic country on the Indian
subcontinent will end in total
tragedy.

P.C.Roy
Manchester, England
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