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STAFF WRITER

In thanksgiving for the completion of the month-
long Ramadan fast, about 5,000 Long Island Muslims
temporarily converted a catering facility into a house
of worship yesterday, with communal prayers marking
the start of the feast of Eid ul-Fitr.

The gathering at the Huntington Town House,
which included believers from seven mosques, was the
largest on Long Island for. the start of the three-day
feast. The men and boys occupied the entire upstairs—
three ballrooms opened into one large space — and the
women prayed in another large area downstairs,

The size of the event was a clear indicator of the
rapid local growth of al-Islam, the fastest-growing reli-
gion in the world.

“Each mosque was built in such a way that we
thought it was going to be a few families, and all of a
sudden, boom,” said Al-Haaj Ghazi Y. Khankan, in-
terfaith and communications director for the West-
bury mosque, the Islamic Center of Long Island. That

".;'CL:JG:{:";g}?‘u!&‘.u’”’al‘.dy”/{.’_g

£ 4

Some 5.000 Muslims give thanks and pray al the Huntington Town House. left, yesterday; Or. Israr Ahmad gives sermon

LI Muslims End R

5,000 faithful gather
for 3 days of feasting

explosive growth has made parking in the streets
around mosques a source of occasional friction, which
was one reason for choosing the town house. **That was
our main concern, really, for the neighbors.” Khankan
said.

The composition of the gathering was a demonstra-
tion of the diversity of al-Islam, with worshipers of
many national and ethnic origins praving together.
“That's the beauty of the faith: It’s color-blind, basical-
ly,” sdid Dr. Faroque Khan, a spokesman for the West-
bury mosque. Imam Isa Abdul Kareem, the spiritual
leader of the Roosevelt mosque, added:; “They're able
to come together under the banner of belief in one
creator. That's a sign for America.”

During Ramadan, the lunar month during which
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amadan

ast

Muslims believe God began revealing the Qur'an (Ko-
ran}tothe prophet Muhammad, Muslims abstain from
food, drink and other sensual pleasures from dawn
until sunset. Eid ul-Fitr marks the end of the fast and
the start of the month of Shawwal.

It began at the town house with prayer and a sermon
by Dr. Israr Ahmad, an internationally known scholar
from Pakistan, who urged the worshipers to demon-
strate gratitude for the revelation of the Qur'an by
reading, understanding, practicing and propagating
its message. “‘If wedon't do these four things.” he said,
“‘we are ungrateful to Allah.”

The prayer service ended with an exchange of hugs
and the greeting, "Eid Mubarak,"” or “‘blessed feast.”
Later in the day, the tone of the occasion is similar to
that of Christmas or Thanksgiving, with large family
meals and gift-giving:

Though Long Island Muslims have previously held
fund-raisers at the town house, this was the first time
they used it for Eid ul-Fitr prayers. I have a feeling
this is going to become a regular event,"” Khan said.



