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EVOKING A MUSLIM
SENSIBILITY

Imran Khan in his latest write-up published in
"The News" dated February, 10 has happily given a
refreshing and spirited presentation of Islam. The
reflections in the paper are addressed to aspects of
European intellectual history and its philosophical
foundations to which staunch Muslims with heart-felt
convictions and faith must relate. Imran has
approached the subject with his usual sensitivity
toward the intellectual dimension, emphasizing the
dynamics that have shaped the modern secular
Western mind. Through his reading of Islam he is
convinced that Islam offers a reconciliation of science
and faith, of reason and revelation, of ethics and
power which prompts a strong Islamically-motivated
critical reflection on modernity-the matrix of a whole
class of disciplines and praxis.

I congratulate heartily Imran on going beyond the
cure for bodily cancer to the amelioration of spiritual
cancer and malaise of Pakistan's body-politic. But I
would like to submit that our entire society today has
decayed and is rotten root, trunk and branch. Imran
should not confine himself merely to reforms in
education. Rather he should take in the right earnest
a revolutionary course right from the revitalization of
faith in Islamic verities to the conceptualization of
socio-economic structures. Islam opposes vehemently
the fact/value distinction currently in vogue in
academic circles. Our physical and spiritual crisis is a
logical outcome of the worship of senses and
scientific fact and the divorce of values from
knowledge. Modern rationalistic and pseudo-scientific
interpretation of Islam, Imran very rightly points out,
are quite alien to Islam itself and lack a direct link
with the original prophetic mission.

I wish Imran Khan all success in his future

ventures. D, Ahsar Abmad
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