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Dr Asrar sounds a note of
warning on Sindh situation

KARACHI, Jan 3: Dr Asrar
Ahmad, Amir of Tanzeem-i-Islami
Pakistan, on Tuesday advised the
“people at the helm of affairs not to
ignore ground realities and take
cocrective steps before it is too
laxe” .

Equating the present situation in
Sindh particularly Karachi with
former East Pakistan, he pointed
out that the sense of deprivation
led to its secession from Pakistan
exactly 25 years — according to
lunar calendar — after indepen-
dence and now when there are
again a quarter-and-one-year are
left for the completion of this
period according to the same calen-

- dar, the situation in Karachi called
for attention.

Dr Asrar Ahmad, who is here “to
create awareness among people to
return to Allah by enforcing Islam
in their life and to strive for pan-
Islamism”, was addressing a press
conference at Karachi Press Club
on Tuesday afternoon.

Lamenting over the increasing
corruption among the rulers, he
recalled the history of the creation
of Pakistan and its different phases
till today and said: “We lost East
Pakistan because we violated the
pledge of enforcing Islam in the
country and for a long time there
remained a constitutional vacuum
which helped in uprooting the Mus-
lim League so much so that in 1954
elections Jugtu Front secured all
but 10 of the 300 seats of the assem-
bly.

Avub Khan's martial law and
shifting of the capital from Karachi
to Islamabad were termed by
Shaikh Mujib-ur-Rehman as “be-
ginning of the end® .

Due to politics of “munafirat and

By Our Staff Reporter

munifiqar™ the people in East
Pakistan were fed up and used to
say that they did not secured free-
dom from the British to become
slave of the Punjabis.

Dr Asrar Ahmad said that the
present situation in Sindh was no
different from what it was in East
Pakisran before it took a violent
turn. He said, “No doubt there is
peace in rural areas as compared to
urban areas. It is because the Pakis-
tan People's Party is in power. But
it is only a matrer of time before it
takes an ugly turn,”

Pointing out that when Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto said that
even a Urdu-speaking person could
become the chief minister of the
province, her assertion drew a
sharp reaction from a section of
politician, including G. M. Syed.

The Tanzeem-i-Istami chief said
that while the rulers had no objec-
tion in creating new districts and

-divisions, they were not ready to

listen to the demand of creation of
administrative provinces.

Pleading for creating small pro-
vinces, instead of the present ones
“which were the creation of the
British rulers”, Dr Asrar said the
problems of urban Sindh, particu-
larly Karachi, could not be solved
through mere unnouncements of
economic packages as the crux of
the martter was political power
sharing and not packages.

In reply to a question, he said
holding of local bodies elections
would not solve the problem either
as the time is now past when it
ceuld kave satisfied the Urdu-
speaking population.

He said when MQM took over

Karachi Metropolitan Corporation
and asked for having authority
over Karachi police and the vehicle
tax, the matier could have been
resolved.

He said whether one accepts the
fifth nationality or not it was now a
political reality.

Dr Asrar Ahmad said new pro-
vinces could be carved out on the
basis of the present divisions in
each province or through declaring
each area having a 10 million popu-
latiun as a province.

He said if Mohajirs were not
given a separate province, the
country could face another crisis.

He said heaven would not fall if
10 or 12 provinces were created
instead of the present four.

Calling for adoption of presiden-
tial form of government. which
according to him is closer to
Khilafat, he said, “The parliamen-
tary system of governance does not
suit us.”

He also proposed a two-point
agenda to wriggle out of the pre-
sent imbroglio: at the individual
level, peuple should look towards
Allah to seek forgiveness for viola-
tion of the pledge of enforcing
Islam in their life, while at the
national level, steps should be
taken 1o make Qur’an and Sunnah
the supreme rule. .

Pan-Islamism be made the
carner-stone of the foreign policy
and Arabic be declared as the offi-
cial language in place of English,
he said.

In reply to a question, he said
although he disagreed with the
extremist strategy of Maulana
Saofi Mohammad for enforcing the
Shariat, he praised his dedication
and honesty of purpose.




