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Dr lIsrar also counselted against any
combative approach, but while he was
still speaking, his chief hosts, Omar
Bakri Muhammad, the Amir of
Hizbut-Tahrir and his deputy Farid
Qasim, left the podium. It was only
after the next speaker, Jamal
Harwood, a Canadian who had come
to Hizbut-Tahrir in the- 1980s, had
made a casual remark ('You would
have noticed that Bakri and Farid are
not on the stage. They have gone to
meet the press’.) that pressmen
carefully seated away from each other
in different areas of the conference
arena had to scramble tg rush to Avon
Hall where press confcrence had
already begun.
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Dr Israr referred o the Sources, the
Qur’an and Sunnah, to explain that
re-establishing  Khilafah  was
incumbent upon Muslims but, he
emphasised, it can be done only by
following the methodology of the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
on him). ‘Only if we become a true
Momin’, cultivate true Imen in Allah
and His Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah on him), study his
life and his way and try to follow him
in all respects. Dr Israr puts emphasis
on Iman, HT emphasises Ageedah,
which, Dr Israr says, is not a Qur'anic
term.
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Dr Israr thinks ‘the task of Islamic
resurgence and revitalisation of the
Jslamic Ummah will not be completed
in a short span of ten or 20 years, but
will be accomplished gradually after
overcoming many difficulties and
obstacles’. Khilafah will start from one
place and will then reach out 10 other
parts of the world, he said. Hizbut-
Tahrir is vague though about its

modality’ for establishing non-
rerritorial Khilafah,
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Abdullah Kapich from
Sarajevo spoke about the history of
Islam in Bosnia, and the aggression
they were facing in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. The next speaker, an
unnamed Saudi exile, didn’t turn up
either. It was then for Abu Talha to
give a long discourse about the
necessity of an interna..conal Islamic
state, Khilafah.

Abu Talha talked about the necessity
of getting rid of the present Muslim
rulers and for Muslims to unite in
order to establish Khilafah. (The
conference issue of HT's magazine
Khilafah, took an opposite view,
however. ‘Unity - Khilafah is the only
way', it said.) In any case, he
concluded on ‘the note that the
Khilafah was imminent. But the

* following speaker, Dr Israr Ahmad,
appeared to be more realistic.

I S L Y
L,E;J”("O{J.ﬁ _L.;'):JJ'E}JC'L{(W'U: g
G st Ll p Sk
sl st L a i &
fgd;kJ)ﬂ'vQHZ—J' i
S G o sy ot s L2
J‘balfé—u;'/;kuﬁ,’.bu:';'
P g DL 5 S
L w7 BySpans §ES
;..:‘,VVJJ}FKJ"‘SL@”Q_*_Z chas
L:(J_L?’Jf)w:-ulu‘:#l:'o‘r“;
23" SBU 2 2 ot -0
st .g;syljgcn"”fgf AT
-"Jf’ﬁ"'@gbﬁ'iu:"-’u'?i-u/'ﬁ
A il e S 3 e o
"-.ﬁxz;:-&;’uki.a"

Dr Israr Ahmed is Amir of Tanzeem-
e-Islami Pakistan and he seemed to be
the only speaker who had both stature
and credibility. A forceful speaker
and a prolific writer, he has been
leading, independently of HT, a
movement to re-establish the Khilafah
system of government. He had been
invited to speak for an hour, but was
told to conclude in half an hour,
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The press conference which had
attracted around 40 photographers
and journalists turned out to be a
pandemonium. Journalists had to
stand on their chairs to ask questions.
Quite some time was spent on mutual
recriminations. Omar Bakri was saying
‘we are not happy with you' and the
press was protesting against their
behaviour. The press wanted to know
how Hizbut-Tahrir was able to fund
such an expensive conference,
especially the eleventh hour demand
by the Wembley Arena for another
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£15,000 as ‘extra’ security cost. ‘By
our members and through donations’,
said Bakri,
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