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Khilafah moot opens

Overthrow of secular
regimes demanded

From Our Special Correspondent

LONDON, Aug 7: The Interna.
tional Muslim Khilafah Conference
which opened on Sunday at the vast
concourse in Wembley Arena, in
London, in the full glare of inter-
national media issued a six-point
declaration calling upon Muslims
throughout the [slamic world to
unite and prepare themselves for
action to bring about “change” for
the establishmen: of ‘a truly
Islamic order'.

They called for the ‘overthrow’ of
Muslim regimes whose aims are
secular. They also reinforced that
they were no fanatics or terrorists
and were not against other
religions but were trying for the
salvation of their own Muslim
community.

The conference, before it
opened, created a lot of con.
troversy and there were calls,
mainly from Jewish groups, to ban
it because of the alleged anti-semi-
tic views of its organisers.

But none of the speakers drawn
from Pakistan, Egypt, Bosnis, Jor-
dan, Saudi, Arabia or Britain
showed any'animaosity, st least in
their public utterances, towards
either Jews or Christianas,

There wus a huge security cordon
thrown round the conference hall
as hundreds waited to get in. The
attendance was mainly of young
people who had come to listen 10
speeches which, the organisers
seid, were meent to address the
‘malaise that Muslim world finds
itself in. Kashmir, Bosnia,
Afghanistan and Algeria were
among the issues mentioned, and
the sufferings of the Muslims of
these reglons were specifically
brought out to show that they were
calling for determined actlon to
improve their situations.

Mr Mohammad Omar al-Bakri
and Farid Kassim, the two leaders

i of the Hizbut Tahrir, an organisa.
-"ﬁ- tion banned in a number of Muslim

countries, facing a press confer-
ence said that the conference had
been convened to create conscious-
ness among Muslims for them to
understand their problems and
bring about & change in their cwn
societias,

Dr [srar Ahmed, leader of the
Tanzeem-e-Islami, Pakistan,
accused the Muslim governments
of following policies that suit the
West und its agencies.

He said that there is an indirect
colonial system still in operation in
the name of the New World Order,
in which a ‘number of Muslim
regimes were acting as viceregents
for the United States’.

The vast resources of the Muslim
World, he added, were being
exploited by foreigners instead of
being used for the benefit of the
Muslim Ummah,

He called for a revival of the
Islamic faith and a resurgence of
the fundamentals of Islam for the
greater good of the humanity,
including Jews and Christians as
well as other faiths.

Other speakers showed their
anger and frustration thar many of
the Muslim countries were being
ruled by governments ‘who bring
humiliation to the Ummuh.' They
Saw signs of a Muslim resurgence
throughout the world of which the
Khilafah Conference was one visi.
ble sign for the facr that it was
being held in London, in the heart
of the Western world,

They blumed world ineptitude
which  allows problems like
Kashmir and Bosnia to linger on,

Dr Mohammed Malkawi, from
Jordan, said that Muslims will no
longer accept being made hostages
but have their own agenda which
meunt motivating Muslims  to
establish their own political sys-

rems, discording socislism,
nutionalism and Westernsiyle
democracy.

The Western powers, he said,
were looking for stability that suits
them and allows the exploitation of
the . vest resources of the
Muslim World,

He pointed out the idea of
Khilafuh may not be very clear at

"the moment but there is no doubt

that there has been a resurgence of
Islam everywhere through which ‘a
movement for progress and dignity
would grow and become unstop-
able’,

Others who followed him on the
plateform, included Abdullah
Ramadan from Turkey and Abdul-
lah Kapich from Bosnia. They,
amidst shouts of Allah-o-Akbar,
stated that the divisions, occupa-
tions, puverty and humiliation of
the Muslim world are not acccepta-
ble ro her mass of the Muslim
peoples who were looking for
unified action to improve their lot.
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