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Supplement

THE INTERNA‘I‘IONAL

'KHILAFAH CONFERENCE

e L6 ps ol iy Lt s

Ut oA e

(oS 9 39t 3 it it | it 301 31 3t g0 9

An extract from the “Times newspaper. the day aficr the Khilafah
was ﬂﬂ;t'idﬂy a’r.rrmy('rf m }’i{r('r_y tdated Gei March 1924), .v,:mrm'
Mr. Ali, a praminent Indian Muslinm as symg:

‘It is difficult to anticipate the exact ef-
fect the “abolition” of the Khilafah will
have on the minds of Muslims in India. |
can safely affirm that it will prove a dis-
aster both to Islam and to civilisation.
The suppression of the time honoured
institution which was, throughout the
Muslim world, regarded as a symbol of
~Islamic unity will cause the disintegra-
tion of Islam..., | fear that the removal of
this ideal will drive the unadvanced and
semi-civilised peoples..., into ranks of
revolytion and disorder’.
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Islamic body accused of racism

Muslim
rally

angers
Jews

AN ESTIMATED 10,000 peo-
Ede are expected to attend a
uslim conference at London's
‘Wembley Arena today. The aim
of the Taternational Muslim  cur until the Muslims fight the
Khilafah conference, the big- Jews and the Muslims kil
gestsuch gathering ever held in  them.”
the West, is “to assist in the Mr Solnmon is particularly
work to “f\lr‘ y the elobal M incen~ th Shley
~ynil

MONDAY. AUGUST 8, 1994 *

By Kenan Malik

hour of resurrection will not oc-

CIill Richard looks out over
people queuning for the inter-
mational Muslim conference
at the Wembley Arena in
north  London  yesterday,
where more than 8,000 radi-
cals cheered fervently at calls
for the establishment of a
Llnh-ll Islamie state to deli
“waorld peace and happiness”,
(Vim Jones writes).

Fears that the conference

w:»:irﬁzb'/,s--wre’ L AP e
‘Islamic world’ call

would lead to violent con-
frontation proved unfounded.
Only the bricl appearance of
Peter ‘Tatchell with a handful
of supporters from a group
ver  calling itsell Queers Against
Fundamentalism threatened
disruption. Mr Tatchell and
another man were arrested

ing ap:
izb v

and charged with obstruct
and public order offences.
‘They will appear before Brent
magistrates

‘The only signs of a back
lash from young Jews protest-
inst the presence of
Tahrir, the orpanis-
ation, responsible for leaffets
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calling for the murder ol
Jews, came when a car

by flying the star of David.
Many speakers ealled for
the overthrow of Arah states
such as. Saudi Arabia
Iraq. where political opposi-

tion is barred, and the sctting
up of an Islamic s
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Wembley survives t

FEARS of bloody clashes between
Muslims and Jews at Wembley
proved unfounded vesterday, as a fah, a single Muslim state, were punc-
conference calling for the establish- tuated by chanting and occasional

ment of a single Islamic state
throughout the Middle East passed
off peacefully.

the rhetoric from the platform
was a tinge apocalyptic, the mainly
young audience of about 8.000 repre-
sented a cross-section of the British
Muslim population, with traditional
garb mm§|mg with Leeds United and
Liverpool football shirts.

Despite the event's anti- natmnal:s!
theme, one man proudly sported the
colours worn by the Pakistan cricket-
ers for their World Cup matches.

A succession of speakers harangued
the audience. Their calls for a Khila-

cheering, This reached a crescendo as
Farid Kasseem unveiled the confer-
ence Declaration.

Mr Kasseem, who works in Isling-
ton council’s planning departmem
was greeted with loud chanting when
he told the audlenl:e that every so-
called Islamic regime currently in
place wasillegal.

So were any peace rlegnuahuns in
the Middle East, he said, amid a
cacophony of stamping and shoutin, 5}

“This means there is no peace wi
Israel.”

By the time he moved on to con-
demn the United Nations, the Security

By David Millward

Council and the International Mope-
tary Fund, the noise was deafening.
But the proceedings were otherwise
surprisingly low-key, in view of the
dire predictions. There had been c:
for the meeting to be banned, wi
Brent council, among others, u:gmg
the Home Secretary to intervene
because of the presence of the militant
organisation Hizb ut-Tahrir, which
has called for the destruction of Israel.
In the event there were only two
small counter-demonstrations, one
before the start when young Jews
drove a car past the queues outside the.
arena waving a Star of David flag and
shouting slogans, and another by
Peter Tatchell on behalf of “Queers

Agairft Fundamentalism”, which led
Iu st with five mher men.

mising the organisers’ mes-

., Dr Mohammad Malkawi pro-
clam‘md “Islam is a supreme system;
it will exist on its own.” Muslim rule
could not co-exist with socialism, capi-
ta]lsm or demadracy.

ad[acent Exhibition Hall 3,
sez aslde for prayer and washing, a
bazaar had taken root. Stallholders,
who had paid up to £100 for a pitch,
offered everything from Lebanese
food to mobile phones,
© Nor was the fashion-conscious
woman neglected. A stall, trading
under the name Amani, sold hijaabs —
flowing Islamic dresses — for £25.
Muslim anger in Parls: Page 11
Editorlal Comment: Page 16

Muslim call to arms

FUNDAMENTALISTS' ELUSIVE DREAM OF AN ISLAMIC EMPIRE

FUL\DED IN 1953, Hizh

fallen foul of most regimes Britain, where it has no re-
(Liberation in the Middle East and is cord of violence.

Part)'l has spent more than
40 years striving to estab-
lish the Khilafah, writes
David Millward.

Its dream would see the
recreation of a Muslim state
along the lines of the Otto-
man Empire, which was
swept away in 1924. Since
then, it claims, no country
has had true Islamic rule.

Establishing the Khilafah
entails sweeping away
every state in the region
and the organisation has

banned by many.

But it is the party's viru-
lent opposition to reconcili-
ation with Israel which has
seen it grow in strength on
British campuses and
become embroiled in low-
key clashes with Jewish
students.

But despite the apocalyp-
tic nature of the party’s lit-
erature, it is regarded as
being on the utopian rather
than the violent fringe of
the Islamic movement in

But for the recent bomb-
ings in London, its involve-
ment in yesterday's confer-
ence might have attracted
little controversy. The
Wembley Arena was
booked in the name of the
Muslim Unity Organisation
— a bedy which hardly set
alarm bells ringing.

Demand for tickets soared
after the brouhaha erupted,
and coach parties travelled
to Wembley _y_eslerdny from
most major cities.
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The threat of jihad

)f he announcement by the Islamic
I Salvation Army (AlS), following
the arrest of 17 of its members,
that it has *“*declared war on France'' is
calculated to arouse anxieties in all
countries with Muslim minorities. The
AIS is the military wing of the Islamic
Salvation Front (FIS), which is dedi-
cated to the establishment of a funda-
mentalist regime in Algeria. Although
not as violent as the Islamic Armed
Groups (GIA), it is implicated in the
current wave of murders of Europeans
in Algeria, and it possesses the deter-
mination, personnel and weapons to
open a violent terrorist campaign in
France if it chooses. Among the five
million non-French born in France, of
whom the majority are Muslim, there
exists a pool of sympathisers large
enough to provide support and refuge
to AIS terrorists.

Moreover, the demand made by the
AIS that France should release those
under arrest cannot be met by any
government without serigusly com-
promising its authority. France is will-
ing to deport the 17 if countries can be
found to take them, It is not surprising
that none so far is prepared to open its
doors. In Britain vesterday, for exam-
ple, a rally of Islamic fundamentalists
caused nothing but alarm by its chal-
lenge to the British Muslim communi-
ty's moderate leadership. It is
unthinkable that AIS men would be:
given refuge here, and it is difficult to
think of any other Furopean govern-
ment willing to accept them. Unless
the AIS backs down, or the French
internal security service acts swiftly to
contain the crisis, the challenge must
be taken very seriously.

On the other hand, the crisis has the
makings of a special case. It concerns
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-Algeria rather than France. There.

Islamic fundamentalists won a major-
ity in recent elections, but, for political
reasons, have been denied power by
the old guard of the war of indepen-
dence. The fundamentalists have
turned their ire against France
because it supports this old guard, and
offers a home to hundreds of thou-
sands of anti-fundamecentalist Algeri-
ans who support the policy both of
France and the Algerian government.
In that sense, the AIS challenge
should not be scen as the opening
round in a fundamentalist campaign
that is likely to trouble all European
countries with Muslim communities.

Such minorities, though they con-
tain fundamentalist elements, are
moderate in tmood. They scem sincere
in their claims that they ask no meoere
than religious tolerance, not the right
to political separatism incompatible
with any political philosophy prevail-
ing in the West. Classic Muslim theo-
logians distinguish between ‘‘the
lesser jihad"™ — the holy war against
Islam’s enemies — and “‘the grealer
jthad™, the war against self, a univer-
sal religious ideal. It is that ideal.
moderate Muslims say, that they have
brought with them to Europe.

Yet in the longer term this crisis is
serious. A fundamentalist Algeria
would pose a grave threat to the peace
of southern Europe, and so eventually
to northern Europe as well. A major
factor in making Algeria fundamental-
ist is poverty. It is decreasingly
fashionable to argue that aid is a cure
for political problems, but in the case
of Algeria it may be true. Money spent
now on its millions of workless young
men might cost less than lundamental-
ist aggression in the future.
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Rhetoric rules at

Muslim conference

Vivek Chaudhary

NE of the largest Mus-
lim conferences out-
side the Islamic world
ended in Wembley, north
London, last night with dele-
gates stamping their feet,

chanting “God is great,” and-

calling for the destruction of
Israel.

Up to 8,000 attended the
conference at Wembley
Arena, organised by the Mus-
lim Unity Organisation, a co-
alition led by Hizb ut-Tahrir
(Party of Liberation). The
delegates, mostly young Brit-
ish Muslims, heard one
speaker after another urging
them to help to establish the
Khalafah, a global Islamic
state not based on
nationalism.

A declaration by the orga-
nisers stated that all regimes
ruling in the Muslim world
were invalld and not Islamie.
To huge cheers, it called all
negotiations and agreements
with Israel illegal.

Omar Bakri Mohammed,
the British leader of Hizb ut-
Tahrir, in summing up the
conference called for Muslim

schools to be established in
Britain, He added that Islam
will one day be implemented
in Britain.

The feared violence did not
happen but there were cha-
otic scenes outside the arena
as the delegates struggled to
gain entry against tight se-
curity. The start was delayed
by nearly an hour.

The organisers criticised
Wembley Arena's officials
for turning away up to 1,000
people who arrived without
tickets, saying they were ini-
tially told the delegates
would be able to gain admit-
tance at the door.

Hizb ut-Tahrir stewards
were accused of being heavy-
handed and not allowing del-
egates to be interviewed by
journalists waiting outside.

Television crews and pho-
tographers were banned
from the conference, which
was addressed by intellectu-
als and religious leaders
from all over the worid.

A speaker from Pakistan
said: “We say to the Western
worid, ‘Yes, we are funda-
mentalists. We can't make
any compromises and bar-
gains when it comes to Islam.

But we are not terrorists and
must do our duty to estahlish
the global domination of the
Khalafah'.”

Before the conference
started, a group of protesters
led by Peter Tatchell, from
the homosexual rights group,
OutRage, were arrested.
Holding placards reading
Mullahs Kill Queers, they
said they were protesting
against the treatment of ho-
mosexualists in Islamic
countries. Mr Tatchell and
another protester were
charged with obstruction
and disorderly conduct.

Omar Bakrli Mohammed
stressed that Hizh ut-Tahrir,
which is banned in several
Arab countries, was not in-
volved in terrorism. “We are
a political party with an ide-
ology. We don’t take physical
action against anyone. We
believe thought is the way
for revival and our aim is to
carry the message.”

Much of the Islamic rheto-
ric meant little to many of
the young British Muslims,
whom Hizb ut-Tahrir has
been trying to recruit. Mo-
hammed Ali from west Lon-
don, said: “We've heard all
this stuff before. It means lit-
tle to us, and to be honest,
you can hear speeches like
this in every mosque in the
country.”
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MARCHING MUSLIMS

Reminders of the need for vigilance

The rally yesterday of some 8,000 Muslims
in Wembley Arena provoked under-
standable nervousness in  Britain and
abroad. British and Israeli intelligence kept
a close eye on the event, organised by the
International Muslim Khalifah, in the wake
of the recent bombing of the Israeli embassy.
Charles Pasqua, the tough French Interior
Minister, expressed lis disturbance at the
freedom of militant Islamic groups to
operate in Britain at a time when France is
still in shock at the latest murder of five
French security officials in Algeria.

The event passed off relatively peacefully,
justifying the police and Home Office
decision not to cancel the rally on public
order grounds. The timing. nevertheless,
draws artention to the growing number of
fundamentalist activists who have come to
Britain and whose activities and ideologies
are worrying to Western interests,

This country's liberal asvlum laws are
easily used by those who preach intolerance
and anti-Western hostility in the cogntiies
from which they have fled: the Iranian
Mujahidin Khalg opposition. Kurdish PKK
guerrillas. fundamentalist dissidents from
Saudi Arabia and Tunista and the Algerian
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) are among the
more unsavoury anti-democratic groups
that have set up bases here. The securiny

services keep a close eve on their activites,
but as long as they do not break any British
laws, they can further their causes from the
safety of this country, despite lobbying by
frustrated Middle Eastern governments.

France too used to be a haven for such
groups; it was from France that Ayatollah
Khomeini returned to Iran to set up his
monstrous regime. M Pasqua now takes a
very different line, and accuses Britain,
Germany and the United States of harbour-
ing Algerian militants. His government has
just rounded up and interned known
supporters of the FIS. Paris ha$'given strong
backing for the Algerian government's
ruthless campaign and has suffered the
consequent targeting of French citizens.

Algeria is rapidly becoming a nasty
problem for its neighbours. Sooner or later
the FIS. denied the legitimaze fruit of its
likely general election victory. will sefze
power. France is short-sichted in holding
cut against any dialogue with the FIS. The
government's accusations against its West-
ern allies are evidence of its desperation in
how to handle the fundamentalist threat.
Britain cannot afford 1o be smug, and must
ensure that no terrorist actions are planned
from this country. But it should nudge Paris
to avoid becoming more deeply enmeshed in
the Algerian imbroglio.
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Fundamentalist gathering seeks political

overthrow of Western democracies

Muslims call
for Israeli
state to be
destroyed

THOUSANDS of delegates at an
Islamic conference in London last
night cheered a resolution calling
for the destruction of the state of
Israel.

The 8,000 Muslims who at-
tended the conference at Wembley
Arena were told by members of the
Hizb ut Tahrir, an extremist group
which has called for the hijacking
of Israeli aircraft, that they should
work to overthtow the political re-
gime in Britain and other Western
nations to allow for the foundation
of an Islamic superstate.

And at the end of the confer-
ence, the organisers declared a se-
ries of resolutions which included
the statement that “there is no
peace for the state of Israel until
the state of Israel is demolished”.

Other final resolutions included
the statement that “al] regimes in
the Islamic world have no legiti-
macy in Islamic law™ and, most
radically, a2 resolution condemn-
ing all internarional organisations

Participants stood
up with fists
raised, shouting
‘God is great’

TiM KELSEY

tremists and the fact that over
4,000 homosexuals have been exe-
cuted in Iran since 1980. They are
beheaded and sometimes thrown
over clifftops.”

The protest was not aimed at all
Muslims, he said, only at the most
intolerant elements. He alleged
that during the course of the dem-
onstration he and his colleagues
received death threats. “We were
told by some of the Muslims that
we would be tracked down and
killed,” he said.

The conference — believed to
be the biggest gathering of funda-
mentalists staged outside the Mid-
dle East — had been seen as 8

flashpoint between radical young-

Muslims and Jews after two bomb
attacks against Israeli targets in
London last month, but serious
trouble  was avoided, although
some newsmen and photographers
said they were threatened when
they tried to interview delegates.
The widespread concern that
the conference woulg provoke vio-
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