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Muslim rule never changed till the
break-up of Khilatah. First, Shari’ah
remained the law of the state,
everywhere. Second, the concept of
One Ummah remained a real life
concept, with no restrictions on travel
and residence of any Muslim in any
part of the Muslim world so at the
level of the people it remained one
Islamic state. Then he adds: ‘And even
a nominal head of the Ummabh is better
than not having one at all.

Recent history supports the last
contention. In the last century a drama
company planned to stage a play by
Voltaire titled ‘Muhammad or
Fanaticism’, which derided the

Prophet, Allah’s blessings and peace
on him. The French government
stopped the play at the request of
Khalifah Abdul Hamid II (1842-1918,
reigned 1876-1909), but England
refused, saying: ‘This is England. The
banning of the play would be an
infringement on the freedom of our
citizens’. Khalifah Abdul Hamid II
then reportedly issued an uitimatum:
‘1 will issue an edict to the Islamic
Ummah declaring that England is
attacking and insulting our Prophet. I
will declare Jihad’. Upon hearing this,
Britain's atfirmation of ‘freedom of
speech’ was expeditiously forgotten
and the performance of the play was
quickly stopped, notes Turkish author
Nurittin Topcu. Remember The Satanic
Verses?

This may sound irrelevant in the
context of today’s Pakistan, But the
real issue is that the divergence
between two interpretations of the
same term could not be greater. There
are two very different world views
and they cannot simultaneously be
expressed by the same words. In
Pakistan today the vocabulary of
Pakistani Nationalism does not evoke
the ideas of Islamic Khilafah or
anything other than a pure nation-
state. It provides the setting in which
questions like why should we impose
Shari'ah law in the Islamic republic
seem to be legitimate; the notices of
expulsion given to ‘foreign’
Mujahideen sound legal; playing a
sub-servient role in Somalia and
elsewhere makes sense; discussion of
nuclear issue only with reference to
India, and not to Israel, does not
require a second thought; and repeal
of laws dealing with the defamation of
the Prophet under foreign pressure
seems proper.

The Islamic state of Pakistan for
which the ‘ulama and the masses
struggled was not the Khilafah but it
was conceived in the image of Khilafah,
a way station on the path of the
universal Islamic Khilafah. When
Pakistan and Islam were considered
synonymous, it was not to give a new

meaning to Islam, but to give an
established meaning to Pakistan. It
would seem that the meaning has been
quietly hijacked.

What is more, the terminology of
nationalism is not even good for the
nation-state that it is expected to serve.
For in that sense Pakistan is an
artificial nation, and not an
economically prosperous one at that.
Therefore its nationalism can only
spawn the sub-nationalism of
linguistic groups that has become the
number one internal problem for the
country.

The other pillar in the strategy for
keeping Pakistan together, namely the
threat of India also is not without
problems. First, two decades of
watching Indian movies have
considerably changed public attitudes.
Second, a threat may evoke the reflex
to fight or to surrender based on the
perceived difference in power
projection capabilities of the threat and
the threatened party. If the difference
is very large or perceived to be very
large, the threat may have just the
opposite effect. The declared Western

The beginning of the 20th
century saw the break up
of Khilafah. It would be
some consolation if we can
sow the seeds of an active
mass movement for the
restoration of Khilafah
before the end of this

century.

aim of guaranteeing Israel’s military
superiority over all the Arab countries
combined and the undeclared aim for
Buaranteeing India’s superiority over
all its neighbours obviously have this
consideration. That is why there is so
much interest in producing nuclear
disparity between Pakistan and India.
Third, a threat is a negative force,
which can help to keep a ‘group’
together provided there is some
agreed upon definition of the group.
In other words it can work only to
enhance the value of a positive factor,

it cannot be substituted for it.

Fourth, and most important from an
Islamic perspective, defining Pakistan
in terms of India has the most negative
impact on Islamic Da’wah work
among the new generation of Indians
in the West. Abdul Rahman, a bright
young engineer who lives in California
accepted Islam recently. His family v
still Hindu. He says that Hindus of his
generation are not even taught their
religious books because they would
just laugh at the contents. Who can
take these stories seriously?, he asks.
Their parents define their Hinduism in
terms of vague Indian-ness. A lot of
them are looking for answers. Islam
provided the answers for Abdul-
Rahman and one of his friends, but to
do that they had to cross the big
barrier of anti-Pakistan feelings which
are in turn reinforced by the anti-India
feelings.

Somewhere Muslims fail to conduct
themselves as the bearers of a
universal message. Abdul-Rahman,
naturally, does not have warm feelings
about the Pakistanis ‘who may speak
for hours showing their pride for
Pakistan while the time for prayers
comes and goes'.

But Pakistan is a precious part of the
Muslim world. For nearly half .a
century it has been stated that
‘Pakistan was created in the name of
Islam. It cannot survive without it’.
Words have a way of losing meaning,
not just through lack of use, but also
through empty use, the use without
attendant action and thought. These
words have become prey to that.

It is time now to articulate that
message in a more forceful way with a
greater vision for the future. It may be
time to drop the vocabulary of
nationalism in favour of that of
Khilafah. Only that can overcome both
the sub-nationalism of linguistic
groups as well as the secular
nationalism of the bureaucracy. Only
that can provide an effective answer to
the New World Order. There are many
future maps of the world published by
think tanks in the US that suggest a
break-up of Pakistan and Afghanistan
along ethnic lines. They may reflect a
wish or they may reflect a plan. But
the only way to counter that is to have
a better plan. And it is not just
Pakistan. Afghanistan and Central
Asia also need that plan,

No one suggests that it can be done
overnight; a long period of educating
the masses and the future leaders will
be needed. But a change in direction
must take place. The beginning of the
20th century saw the break up of
Khilafah. It would be some consolation
if we can sow the seeds of an active
mass movement for the restoration of
Khilafah before the end of this century.
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pakistan

Deepening crisis of identity and existence
Islamic state, nation-state or non-state?

When Pakistan and Islam were
considered synonymous, it was not to
give a new meaning to Islam, but to
give an established meaning to
Pakistan.

he was taught, as a child , by
S Irish Nuns and as a teenager, by

British professors. She is

.4+ concerned about ‘radicals’ and “Islamic

-~ fundamentalists” in her country and
openly seeks American help in
countering them. American journalists
ook equally favourably at her high
heels, her bare head, a ‘thousand-watt’
smile, and her obviously enlightened
ideas about the world. Maleeha Lodhi
is the ambassador of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan to the United
States, although she seems to be more
qualified for the job of the US
ambassador to Pakistan. It may be
difficult to discern any difference in
the world views, values, or lifestyles of
Matleeha Lodhi, Benazir Bhutto, or
Tansu Ciller, but the first two
represent and rule an Islamic
Republic; the last one heads an
officially secular state.

What brings an Islamic Republic and
a secular Muslim state on converging
paths is not just Western power, but
also a western idea, namely that of a
nation-state. For its government and
bureaucracy, Pakistan, like Turkey, is a
nation-state. Its foreign policies are

“nly articulated in terms of territorial
‘national interests’ and ‘national
concerns’. Official Pakistan is seeped
in the vocabulary of nation-state and it
aspires to look just like any other
nation-state. The real problem is that
we do not have strong enough
national feelings, so the thinking goes,
in a country where sub-nationalities
threaten to tear it apart.

‘Pakistani nationalism and the threat
of India are the twin instruments used
to keep the country together’, observes
Dr Asim Husain who lives in the US
and has spent a life time studying the
subject, ever since Abul A’la
Maudeodi forcefully suggested that
Islamic universalism was a totally

different idea from Muslim
Nationalism. "The problem is that
nationatism will always give rise to
sub-nationalism when it is not
ecoromically prosperous. This is
because territorial nationalism is based
on self interest. An Islamic state, on
the other hand, is based on ideology”,

To understand Pakistani nationalism,
one needs to dig a little deeper. The
forces that took part in the Pakistan
movement represented a mixture of
Muslim nationalism and Islam. In
philosophical terms they came from
two centres; Aligarh and Deoband.
This is admittedly a simplification but
it helps to understand the basic
conflict, Aligarh, with all its diversity,
represented Muslim nationalism. The
‘ulama from Deoband were in two
camps. One opposed the idea of
Pakistan, the other, led by Maulana
Shabbir Ahmed Usmani, considered it
a religious duty to actively support the
Pakistan movement. They supported
the creation of a state that would be
ruled by nothing but Islamic Shari'ah,
an idea that inherently precludes a
nation-state in the same way that
[slam itself precludes territorial
nationalism. They gave fatwas that te
support the Hindu-dominated Indian
National Congress {and hence to
oppose Pakistan) was to support Kufr.
The Jama‘at-e-Islami remained
indifferent to the Pakistan movement
on philosophical grounds, an act
which has put it on the defensive in all
the three countries of the Indian sub-
continent on the issue of loyalty to the
nation-state.

The role of the ‘ulama was
indispensable during the Pakistan
movement; it was obvious that
without them the crucial elections in
Punjab and Frontier could not be won
and therefore Pakistan had no chance
of becaming a reality. But after the
country was established, they were
considered a burden by the well
placed nationalist element that
actually took control of government.
The ideas of governance thus evolved
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in a nationalistic framework under the
slogan of Pakistani nationalism. (Those
who love to blame the ‘ulama for the
ills ef the country may do well to
remember that ‘ulama never had any
part in the government).

For their part the Ulema and the
Islamists just interpreted Pakistani
nationalism as another term for Islam.
In the context of Pakistan movement, it
was simple. Pakistan was meant to he
an Islamic state. To be a good
Pakistani meant to be a goed Muslim,
and vice versa. To have strong
national feelings about Pakistan meant
to have strong feelings for Islamic
brotherhood. Thus a common
language was used by both groups,
the nationalists and the Islamists, but
beneath that there were wide
differences. The conceptual framewaork
in which real life situations are
analysed and decisions are made by
the Pakistani rulers are rooted in
secular nationalism. A thin veneer of
‘Islamic brotherhood’ is used to make
this secularism more palatable for the
masses. “The masses, in Pakistan, as in
other Muslim countries think in terms
of the Ummah,’ says Dr Asim Hussain.
‘But their governments think in terms
of nation-state’.

Se also do some Muslim intellectuals.
"The nation-state remains the basic
reference of International relations.’
says Dr Mumtaz Ahmed, who teaches
pelitical  science  at Hampton
University in Virginia, US, He asserts
that there is no going back. ‘Certain
historic processes are irreversible.” Dr
Hussain counters: ‘That is what they
said about communism also.
Throughout history those who support
the status quo have argued that the
current state was irreversible, Those
who wanted to change it were called
dreamers’.

Dr Ahmed raises another objection,
Muslims did not always have central
political power. For a long time the
Khalifah was just a nominal head. Dr
Hussain points out that despite all the
problems, three characteristics of



