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WHITHER FOREIGN =
POLICY OF PAKISTAN u’g,t.»?ﬂ’dm ;_,

K.M.AZAM

(Former UN Senior Economic Advisor)

P akistan may have short term tactics in its
foreign affairs but it has no foreign policy
worth s name what to speak of a long tcrm
forcign strategy. In this brief note, T propose to
discuss our foreign policy options under three
headings: (i) The Islamic/Arab World , (ii) India
. and (iii) The New World Order.

THEISLAMIC / ARAB WORLD

O ur foreign policy in this crucial sphere secm
to be based on two opposing notions, both of
them cqually naive. One that Istamic brotherhood
alone should be enough to override every other
consideration and second that Tslam is no longer an
issue in our foreign policy. While Islam indeed is a
dynamic resurgent force in the politics in the
Middle East, we can not expect Arab and Muslim
countries to support us whatever the circumstances.
while these countries are indeed willing to allow us
an Islamic margin, we have (o carn their support as
in case of anyone else. But for this we must put our
Islamic act in order and keep in a sympathelic
- touch with the progressive or fundamentalist
movements in these countries and not merely show
a school boy obedience to the ruling Sheikhs,
however good grades it may carn us in the short
run. There is indeed a big constructive role going
around in the Middle East for Pakistan but
Pakistan cannot play this role without getting India
off its back. Also, Pakistan credentials for this role
have been maligned with our dismal in failure in
Afghanistan.

INDIA

T he people of both India and Pakistan are
ardent captives of the 1947 syndrome and do
not scem (o remember that only a hundred years
carlier they had jointly fought their war of
Independence under the flag of a Muslim King.
Their 1947 massacre of each other had been
underpinned by a consistent distortion of the
Indian history by and at the instigation of the
British authorities in India. On 29 July 1977

L

Professor B.N. Pande (a former vice chancellor of
the Benaras University and a governor of the
Indian state of Orissa) rose in the Indian upper
house, Rajya Sabha, to make a passionate plea for
setting the distorted Indian history right, so that the
future Indian generations may face the world in a
right frame of mind.

P rofessor Pande referred to the two oft-

quoted facts: One the non-fact of Tippu

Sultan, one fine morning, putting three hundred
Brahamins to sword and other the fact of razing to
the ground of the Vishwanath temple at Benaras,
quoted out of its context. The fact is that this was
ordered by Aurangzeb on the plea for justice by
on¢ of the Hindu nobles in his retinue, the
Maharao of Kutch, whose Maharani had been
deviously dishonoured by the Mahant of the
temple. Awurangzcb had ordered that Lord
Vishwanath be moved to another place, the temple
be razed to the ground and the culprit be put to a
slow death. '

B oth India and Pakistan have to realise that

event of 1947, however emotionally

overpowering, is now out of context with the forces
of the World History and both of them will lose by
sticking to it so ardently and failing to see the wood -
for the trees. Igbal’s following well known verse
equally applies to this syndrome:

If you understand not, wiped out you shall be
Even the history shall forget that you ever existed

0 f course only statesmen, not politicians, from
both the countries can get them out of this
rut of the sideline of history and bring them on to
their respective main streams, enabling them to
look after their affairs and interest without the fear
of each other. In this India being by far the bigger
country, has to show a bigger heart and take the
first steps toward bilateral accommodation and for
Pakistan to see the change of heart whenever it




comes,

THE NEW WORLD ORDER

I tis neither in the interests of India nor of
Pakistan to accept the new world order
based on the percept of the single super power.
Perhaps  this commonality of interest can be
beginning of a common understanding of the world
scene. Pakistan has to weigh its- options quite
clearly between the dependence on a single super
power and a joint stand with its trusted friends and
peers, especially when the Quran speaks against the
unipolar world, implying that it can only be, if at all,
a temporary phenomenon, as the will of Allah is
against it (2: 251; 22:40).

U S.A. cannot be fully trusted by any ‘Muslim’
country as long as it keeps on elevating the

. . P N

concerns of Isracl over and above even its own
national intercst. Moreover, USA lacks the inner
strength of conviction, creative fervour and a
spiritual vision necessary for the constructive
leadership of the world. We should also know that
inspite of the weapons of mass destruction, the age
of military supremacy has gone for ever, as the
USA learnt in Vietnam, Russia in Afghanistan and
the Iranian Imperial Guard in Tehran, The USA
had tried (o reimpose the age of military supremacy
on the world through the Gulf War but their dream
of world domination has been given an initial jolt
by the shoeless, starving fighters of Somalia. Let
both India and Pakistan show to the world that
their historical destiny amounts to more than being
mere lackeys of one super power or an-other.
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