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all for new order in Pakistan

By Masood Alam

RENOWNED religious scholar from
Pakistan, Dr. Asrar Ahmed, presently
undertaking a tour of the UAE. has
proposed a system of government that
he believes will become the reat 'new
world order' at some time in fulure
"and we are striving to make Pakistan
the fortunate land to initiate i1”.

The caliphate or the vice-regency
system derives its essentials from the
teachings of Islam according to which
sovereignty belongs to God alene and
man is His vice on earth and is
charged with the duty of implement-
ing the will of the Almighty, It 15
more like presidentizl system of gov-
ernment with the president being
elected by direct vote and is in con-
trast with the Western concept of de-
macracy which gives unlimited pow-
ers w the muler who requires a
majority vote from the legislative
bodies to remain in office. Whereas it
has many factors in common, with
capitalism, the most prominent differ-
ence is the imterest factor in financial
realm he. explamed during an inter-

view yesterday.

Dr. Asrar is conducting a four-day
seminar op various aspects of the life
and teachings of Prophet Mohammed
(PBUH}; a1t Dubai Folklore Society
hall, the concluding session of which
will be held tonight.

Eartier, Dr. Asrar addressed gather-
ings at Dubai Hilton and other venues
in Abu Dhabi, Al Ain and Sharjah,
covering a diverse range of subjects.
Having discarded the present setup. of
Bakistani pohtics "which can only
produce better hands to run it" if at ail
it can produce anything, head of his
Tanzeem-e-Islami. Dr. Asrar set
about bringing a mass revolution in
the country through which caliphate
system could be put Lo practice.

He put forward his ideas in written
form about six months ago and is
steadily working on them. But he does
not want to get involved in politics. he
affirmed, while calting it a "tug-of-
war between a bunch of feudals”. The
first phase of the movement, he said,
consists of educating people on the
tree spirit of Islam which gaaraniees
the rights of all sections of society and

. Lo Dty
deters corruption in any form. The
growing mass of people have 10 work
under one leader. spreading the mes-

sage ill the time they are in sufficient
number to be able t0 challenge the ex-
isting system, he maintained. At the
same time he emphasised the revolu-
tion has to be a peaceful transition "at
least an our part” even if the establish-
ment wants to stop it by force, and in-
sisted violence had no place in his vi-
sion of revolution,

Dr. Asrar cited the example of Istam-

ic revolution in Iran which was
brought about merety by the instruc-
tions of a leader in exile. He aiso sug-
gested the four provinces of Pakistan
to be subdivided into smaller units ané
give them maximum autonomy, in or-
der to make the administrative control

more effective and curb the parochial

attitude rampant in the society.

He further demanded total eradica-
tion of feudal system which he be-
lieved was the cause of many evils
and stressed the need to_strictly im-
plement Zakat and Ushr collection
procedures. Expressing his disap-
pointment in the current efforts of the
government 1o lslamise the society,
he termed the much talked about Sha-
riah Bill a farce. .
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