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The State of Madinah: Factual Requisites...

Just like the blessed person of the Holy Prophet
(SAAW) is the Uswatun Hasanah, i.e., “the best
example and model (to follow)”, the Islamic
State of Madinah is “the best example and
model (to follow)” for all subsequent states in
the future of human history, because a system
of social welfare was conceived and established
in light of the vivid edicts of the Qur'an and
Sunnah in the Islamic State of Madinah. The
Caliph Umar (RA) used to institute a “court”
during the Days of Pilgrimage (Hajj) in order to
provide Justice for All. While flogging the son of
the governor of Egypt, he (RA) uttered the
historic words, “People have been begotten by
their mothers as free; since when did you start
making them slaves?” The Caliph (RA) used to
keep an eye of accountability vigilantly on all
government personnel. Whenever a grievance
was filed against any government employee, he
(RA) used to investigate the matter promptly.

It is the responsibility of a genuine Islamic state
to protect its citizen from all forms of
oppression and injustice, and to ensure that
every person, whether rich or poor, influential
or otherwise (an ordinary citizen), be afforded
the fundamental right to get access to complete
justice, without any cost (price). Every citizen
was equal in the eyes of the law. There is no
clause of “exemption” in the Islamic Law. The
Islamic State of Madinah was free from all kinds
of wulgarity, indecency, obscenity, the profane
culture of dance, partying and all other kinds of
impropriety. The social environment at large
had been purified and refined by ordaining that
both men and women ought to keep their gaze

2018515101014 40 44t 7 28 Sam T PO

lowered at all times. Women were ordered to
observe veil (covering of the body and head)
[Ref: Surahs An-Nur and Al-Ahzab). Moreover,
the detailed structure of the Islamic cultural and
social fabrics was ordained by providing an
exhaustive list of Mahram (marriageable) and
non-Mahram (unmarriageable). According to
Islam, the state is the guardian of every such
citizen who does not have any guardian
(keeper). Adequate arrangements were made
regarding nutrition (food and drink), healthcare
and education of all citizens. The Islamic state is
responsible

opportunities
simultaneously also responsible to provide for
the basic necessities of those who are
unemployed,
Moreover, there are numerous examples of
provisions and benefits of various kinds for

childrenin an Islamic state.
The ideology of “Circulation of Wealth” and its

trickle-down effect to the masses is a
fundamental pillar of the economic system of

for  providing  employment

for all dtizens,  while

until they get employment.

Islam, as stated in the Qur’an in the following
words, “And what Allah restored to His
Messenger from the people of the towns - it is
for Allah and for the Messenger and for [his]
near relatives and orphans and the [stranded]
traveler - so that it will not be a perpetual
distribution among the rich from among you.
And whatever the Messenger has given you -
take; and what he has forbidden you - refrain
from. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is severe in
penalty.” [Ref: Al-Hashr, Verse 7). Therefore,
income received from Zakat, alms and charity,




Maal-e-Fay (received from non-Muslims who
have submitted to the state), and other sources
was spent on the welfare and prosperity of the
have-nots amongst the masses and on
development projects directed at the general
benefit of all people —so much so that within a
few years the economic situation had improved
to such a standard that while there were queues
of people awaiting to give Zakat and Alms,
yet there was no one who was is need (people
had become selfsufficient). The Islamic state
strictly prohibited all
devices that could lead to the concentration of

wealth among an elite few, such as riba,

such methods and

stockpiling during times of shortage in supply
(Ihtikar),
profiteering, etcetera. Furthermore, after the

hoarding, exorbitant pricing and

prohibition of riba was revealed in absolute
terms, the Holy Prophet (SAAW) nullified all
agreements made on the basis of riba-based
business transactions. In short, it was the
aforementioned principles (embedded in the
religio-moral-civilizational ethos) on the basis of
which the State of Madinah began to be duly
referred to as “The Islamic State of Madinah
based on Social Welfare for all”.

The most fundamental and sacred right of a
citizen is that the state ought to guarantee and
then assert the responsibility of protecting
his/her life, property and dignity, and pledge
that neither would the state infringe upon the
aforementioned itself, nor would the state let
anyone else to overrun and trespass it.

The raison d'etre (the fundamental reason for
existence) of an Islamic State is to establish and
implement the Deen of Allah (SWT). Hence,
based on that raison d'etre, the state ought to
guarantee to every citizen that it would not give
any such command, order or directive, under

e AN e

+2018..715:9/51440441 /28

any drcumstance, which would
opposition or rivalry against (the Will and
Commands of) Allah (SWT) and His (SWT)
Messenger (SAAW).

Additionally, men and women are equal as

citizens in an Islamic state, though there are

cause

differences with regards to their roles in the
society, spheres of action, as well as their rights
and duties. Once the underlying reasons for
these “differences” are comprehended, there
remains no misconception and doubt regarding
the subject.
it also has to be understood that the “Law of
the Land” in an Islamic state would, naturally as
well as rationally, be the Islamic Law -
otherwise there would be no sense in referring
to it as “an Islamic state”. Having detailed that,
the state and its laws are not allowed to
interfere with the religious beliefs, rites and
sacraments, customs, norms and social values,
and the Personal Laws of the non-Muslim
minorities living in the state’s ambit. Protection
of the life, property and dignity of non-Muslim
citizens of an Islamic state is guaranteed in the
same way as the Muslim citizens.
These fundamental principles mentioned
above were adopted and implemented by the
Holy Prophet (SAAW) as the elementary
skeleton and framework for the “State of
Madinah” that revolutionarily transformed the
fragmented dty of Yathrib into “Madinah tun-
Nabi” — the first Islamic Welfare State — and by
following that Uswah (example and model) we
can transform Pakistan into an Islamic Welfare
State on lines similar to the (Islamic) State of
Madinah, and only then can we become
prosperous and successful in this world and in
the Hereafter.

Note: Written by the Nida-e-Khilafat Team
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