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A very dear friend of mine died last week in
Madinah on a Friday, after praying Fajar and
reciting La lllaha lllallah loud and clear. Her
story is so inspirational that | thought | would
share it with you.

She was born and raised in New York and
became a medical doctor there. One
Ramadan, she thought she should read the
Quran with understanding. She had hardly
only  just read the Tafseer  of
Bismillahirrahmanirraheem but was so
absolutely mesmerized by it, she wondered
where she had been all her life without this.....
Thereafter she started going to the masjid to
gain more knowledge.

She told her mother she wanted to marry
somebody passionate about the Deen. Just a
few days later, they were informed that a
doctor from Lahore was sitting in Itikaf in a
masjid in New York. Even though he didn't
have a beard at that time (now he has a full
Sunnah beard), they considered him as a
match and thus Dr Sarah wed Dr Osama in a
simple Nikah ceremony.

They started a family and both of them
devoted themselves to raising them as
exemplary Muslim kids. They frequented the
masjid and Islamic school and exerted the
utmost effort in their upbringing.

When the children started Nazra, Sarah went
for Tajweed lessons. At that point, she didn't
even know that females could also do Hifz.
When she saw one of the girls doing it, she
turned to it with her heart and soul and
completed it in a couple of years.

Both husband and wife had an intense desire
to live and die in Madinah. Thev went for

The life and death of a believer...

By: Ayesha Khawaja

Umrah with the kids and there, her father
raised his hands to the Heavens and made this
dua for her. A father's dua is not rejected and
angels say Aameen to the supplication of the
sick so within a few months, despite
insurmountable odds, they came to beautiful
Madinah. Their colleagues and some of their
relatives thought they were crazy to leave
their tremendously high-paid jobs in USA
which other people clamor all their lives for.

In Madinatun Nabi, all the 5 children started
doing Hifz in Masjid e Nabwi. Dr. Sarah also
started learning Arabic and soon she could
speak and understand it flawlessly. She
perfected her Tajweed and can you believe it
got an ljazah to teach in the Haram. She had
an office in Masjid e Nabwi and taught there
every day.

| got to know her through my brother who
was the class fellow of Dr Osama in medical
college. We met and | was instantly drawn to
this love-driven Muslimah and her children.
The eldest would recite the azan and move
the whole audience to tears. The youngest
would recite an Arabic “nasheed” and
captivate hearts with his cuteness. The three
girls would read the Qur'an with beautiful,
angelic voices and rhythmic style.

They were the most generous of hosts in
Madinah for the guests of Allah (SWT) and
everyone who knew them and went for
Umrah basked in their warm welcome and
lovely company. Both husband and wife lived
and breathed Dawah through their
impeccable manners, speech and actions.
Every word they uttered was meaningful and
geared towards success in the Aakhirah. Dr

201857802 514400/ 1272 — G T D I




Osama gave such a compelling speech at our
house that everybody present was visibly
moved. Allahumma barik lahum, Aameen!
Two years ago, my brother invited Dr Sarah to
speak at the Family Physicians' Conference
and she, fully clad in burqga, nigab and gloves
spoke about the love of her life, the Glorious
Qur’an. It was around that time that she felt a
numbness in her legs. Later she was
diagnosed with ALS which rapidly worsened
and soon she was unable to even get out of
bed on her own.

Her daughters cheerfully and tirelessly took
care of their mother's needs and attended her
constantly with unwavering devotion. Even
though, they had not done any major
housework before that, they quickly took
charge of the home and the younger siblings.
We met Dr Sarah this Ramadan in Masjid e
Nabwi and she said that even though it took
all her energy, she had prayed all the
Taraweeh prayers in the Haram, forcing
herself to stand up from her wheel chair for
the Qur’an recitation. She said that the first
time she had gone to her office in Masjid e
Nabwi after months in the hospital, she had
cried so profusely, women thought someone
very close to her had died just then.

She said she sometimes felt like a prisoner,
trapped in her body and a ghost looking at the
house where she had run hither and tither,
efficiently doing chores and catering to the
family and making big dinners for poor people
doing Umrah.

Her body felt like a ton and she could not get
up by herself. Sometimes, the slightest
movement triggered a fit of spasms that were
most terrifying. Slowly, all her organs were
shutting down. Her neck and one side was
almost totally paralyzed. She could barely do
recitation now but she was always grateful for
the immense favors of Allah (SWT) upon her

and she gave the most wonderful duas. My
daughter in law said that when she sat with
her, she could actually feel the presence of
angels and an indescribable feeling of
serenity.
She was in Lahore only about a fortnight ago
but Allah (SWT) took her back to Madinah to
die where she had always yearned to be buried
because the Prophet (SAAW) said he would
intercede for the person who dies there.
| am so happy to have known a person like her
who was so warm, gentle, caring and so head
over heels in love with her Creator (SWT). At
the same time, | will miss seeing her pretty,
intelligent face lighting up when she talked
about the Deen. May Allah (SWT) grant her
the Ultimate Pleasure of looking at His (SWT)
Countenance and may her progeny serve the
Majestic Qur’an with every ounce of energy in
their bodies. Aameen!
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