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Trump Turns to Gaza as Middle East
“Deal of the Century” Collapses

The Trump administration’s “Deal of the
the
predictably, gone over like a lead balloon. So
The Washington Post
reports, “With President Trump’s promised

Century” for Palestine-Israel has,

it's shifting gears.

Middle East peace plan stalled, administration
officials are focusing on improving conditions
inthe impoverished Gaza Strip — a move that
could put political pressure on Palestinian
leaders to come to the negotiating table.”
Don’t hold your breath.

The “Deal of the Century” was dead on arrival
because it was based on the idea that Saudi
Arabia Egypt the
Palestinians” on the cheap in return for a

and would “deliver
more formal Saudi-Egy ptian-Israeli-US alliance
against “regional foes”. The Palestinians were
expected to be satisfied with economic-
development aid while their aspirations for
their own state were essentially tabled, that
is, confined to the rubbish bin.

Unsurprisingly, as elements of the deal got
around, the demoralized Palestinians were
They

confidence in President Mahmoud Abbas and

underwhelmed. already had lost
his Palestinian Authority, which under the
Oslo had

subcontractor for suppressing the occupation

Accords become  Israel’s
resistance. Nor had the Palestinians forgotten
how Abbas and his tried,

unsuccessfully, to compromise to an extent

[ <19>

negotiators

Views from Abroad

that would have destroyed any prospect of a
viable independent Palestinian state. This was
revealed by the leak of the Palestine Papers,
more than 1,600 secret documents, memos,
transcripts, and maps from private Palestine-
Israel-US talks held over a decade (1999-
2010). The release by Al Jazeera TV and the
2011 the
Palestinian officials’ willingness to give Israelis

Guardian in demonstrated
stunning concessions on virtually every major
issue while asking little in return, including
accepting illegal West Bank and East
Jerusalem settlements (with minor land
swaps), ceding sovereignty over a vast swath
of East Jerusalem, forgoing control of the
Muslim holy site Haram al-Sharif to a
multiparty committee, and relinquishing the
right of return for all but a token few of the
refugees created by Israel’s
officially unacknowledged ethnic cleansing of
Palestinians in 1948 and 1967. The Palestinian

delegation also said the refugees would not

millions of

be allowed to vote on the eventual settlement
proposal, and it made no objection to Israelis
description of their country as the Jewish
State, despite the fact that 20 percent of the

population is Arab Muslim and Christian.
The Israeli side insisted on its own land swaps:

Jewish settlement blocs in the West Bank in
exchange for Palestinian villages that straddle
the pre-1967 border, or Green Line. This

;201881’:230?24/9;1439»,«:9!:516t‘10 Jyvy S il




would take Israeli citizenship  from
Palestinians on the Israeli side of the line
without their individual consent and make
Israel a purer Jewish state. (Under the status
quo, Israel directly controls over 60 percent of
the West Bank, so-called Area C. What's left
to the Palestinians is an archipelago of towns
separated by Israel-controlled territory.)

Since the world to that point had not been
told about this Palestinian “generosity” (more
accurately the sell-out of Palestinians) or
accurately,

Israel's recalcitrance) the revelations came as

Israel's “rejectionism” (more
a shock, especially to the long-suffering
of the Zonist Occupation. The

eagerness to compromise also gave the lie, as

victims

many independent analysts point out, to

"

Israel's chronic complaint that it has “no
Palestinian partner for peace.” It could hardly
have dreamed of a more obsequious partner.
So in light of this record and with the Trump
initiative “stalled,” a new strategy is shaping
up, focused on the “humanitarian crisis” in
Gaza. It's an act of misdirection. Gaza’s
desperate situation could be addressed as
part of an overall resolution, but that’s not to
be the case.

It is that
administrations have viewed Gaza with
blinders on. Gaza is inhabited by, among
others, Palestinians driven from their villages

no secret consecutive U.S.

as Israeli military forces cleared the land of
Arabs for the newly proclaimed Jewish state
in 1948. (Since the removal of Palestinians
was started and halfway accomplished before
the Jewish state of Israel declared its own
existence in May 1948, it’s appropriate to say
the removal was begun by Jewish or Zionist
terrorist gangs. What has been aptly called

P O PO

ethnic cleansing was not just physical; it was
cultural and historical as well. Nearly 500
Palestinian villages were eliminated, wiped
from the map, and replaced by Jewish towns
with new names.)
All in all, every new policy unveiled by
President Trump is an effort to further the
Zionists agenda of a “Greater Israel” and has
nothing to do with the rights or the plight of
the Palestinians.
Source: adapted from an article published in
CounterPunch
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