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Can Turkey renovate its empire by the

end of the Treaty of Lausanne in 20237

Turks have never forgotten the Treaty of
Lausanne I, which caused the reduction of
the geography of the modern Turkish state,
forcing it to give up large territories that
belonged to it.

So it was not strange to be tackled by Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, during
regular meetings with Turkish mayors to send
historical and political message to the outside
before the inside, with the interest of Turkey
to get rid of the effects of the Convention and
the restoration of its rights, which were
and that Turkey

considers the texts of the Convention to be

usurped by the Allies,

unfair to its rights.

The modern Turkish Republic was founded
according to the Treaty of Lausanne Il in 1923,
which concluded with the victorious Allies in
the First World War, which included Britain
(and the Republic of Ireland), France, Russia,
Italy and the United States. The treaty
developed a number of unfair and painful
conditions to the rights of the Ottoman
Empire, some of which included:

e The abolition of the caliphate,

e The exile of caliph and his family
outside of Turkey, and the confiscation
of all his assets,

e The declaration of Turkey as a secular
state,

e The decision to prevent Turkey from

any form of oil exploration,
e The

decision to consider the

Bosphorus Strait, which links the Black
Sea via the Marmara Sea to the

Mediterranean Sea, as an

“international corridor”, thus barring

Turkey from obtaining fees from ships

passing through it.
In 2023 the 100-year period of the treaty
ends, and here we understand Erdogan’s
comments, as Turkey will enter a new era,
and will begin oil exploration and drilling a
new channel linking between the two seas
Black and Marmara as a preparation to start
collecting fees from passing ships. Hence, one
can understand some aspects of the ongoing
dispute now between Turkey and the West.
The “Lausanne Il Conference” was held in
Switzerland, and after negotiations that lasted
three months, it resulted in the signing of the
“Treaty of Lausanne II” an international peace
agreement on July 24 in 1923 in the “Beau
Rivage Plus” hotel in Lausanne, in southern
Switzerland. The parties to the Treaty
included the victorious powers after the First
World War and the Ottoman Empire. As a
the Ottoman
and the Turkish Republic was

consequence, Empire was

divided,
founded under the presidency of Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk. Mustafa Kemal Ataturk took
the city of Ankara as his capital, and founded
the Republic of modern Turkey, abolished the
Islamic caliphate and declared modern Turkey
a secular state.
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Turks look to the Convention as a founding
document of the Turkish Republic and the
current Turkish president, Tayyip Erdogan,
called for a review of the Treaty of Lausanne Il
during his speech to mayors meeting at the
presidential compound in the capital Ankara.

Erdogan said that “opponents of Turkey”
forced it to sigh the “Treaty of Sevres” in
"in 1923,

and because of that Turkey had abandoned

1920, and the “Treaty of Lausanne’

the islands in the Aegean Sea to Greece.
Erdogan further called the Treaty of Sevres, as
the first fork in the back of the Ottoman
Empire, because it forced Turkey to concede
vast areas of land which were under its
influence.

The second Treaty of Lausann

e led to the international recognition of the
sovereignty of the Republic of Turkey as the
successor of the Ottoman Empire. However,
with the end of the treaty it is believed that
the
political tension between Turkey and some EU

“circulating of the message” caused

countries, after a hundred years after the

signing.

The second Lausanne Treaty is on the table of

discussion today, as fears began to float on

the surface with the expiration of the period,
and linking this with coup attempt on Erdogan

in mid-2016.

The question are:

1. Will Turkey return after the expiration of
the “Treaty of Lausanne IlI”, as a modern
Ottoman Empire in the region?

2. Will the geopolitical and economic map of
the region change, and will the world be

entering into a new phase of renovation of

the Ottoman legacy?

3. Will we see more wars before 2023, and
who will lead that change?

4. How will the Western powers react to
Turkish demands?

5. Most the post-2023

Turkey, under the leadership of Tayyip

importantly, will
Erdogan, limit itself and be content with
the vision to merely recapturing the glory
of the Ottoman Empire or would it be
courageous enough to emulate the pristine
era of Islam, viz.,, the ideological and
practical foundations of the Khilafat-e-
Rashida, albeit gradually?
There is no easy answer to any of these
questions and only time and Allah’s (SWT) Will
can determine the future of Turkey post-2023.

Written by: The Nida e Khilafat Team
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