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Time for NOTA?

A political turmoil has enveloped Pakistan
since Panama Leaks swept the political
landscape. Many claim the solution is “more
democracy” to weed out the corrupt. This is
now an inapplicable narrative. Democracy
comes wrapped in the cloak of dynastic rule
that is not delivering. Many lament General
Raheel Sharif should have taken a decisive
step when the reigns were in his hands. This
narrative is as incorrect as the first one. Army
has its own role to play that definitely does
not include running the politics of the
country.

The correct and democratic way may well lie
in applying NOTA. This gives those voters the
chance to reject all the candidates named in
the ballot paper by ticking on ‘None of the
above’ option. There is no reason to remain
silent any more.

Simon Pardoe writes: “Why vote ‘none’?
Many people consider that none of the
parties will make any difference. What does it
achieve? Why is it better than not voting?
Every government needs to claim a mandate
to govern based on voters’ support. So voting
‘none” makes visible the current lack of
support for those elected and their lack of
mandate. It enables the ‘unheard third” to
“act” and demonstrate opposition rather than
apathy. Most of all, it gives us all an
opportunity to show that there is political
opinion that is not currently represented by
the parties, and that there really is support for

different candidates, different policies and

potentially different politics. What if ‘none’
wins in a constituency? It should require a
new election to inspire different candidates.”
held,

Commission of Pakistan announced that an

In the previous election Election
empty box will be now on the ballot paper-
stating: ‘None of the above’ thereby rejecting
all contesting candidates in a constituency.
The news had taken political and media circles
by storm. Many within these circles had
opposed it, whereas the common educated
man had hailed the decision. Unfortunately,
this was removed days before the country
went to vote. Those who opposed had
declared it as a step against democracy. Is it?
If the voter is allowed the chance of rejecting
all-it offers him a broader base than to choose
between the Devil and the Black Sea. In a
number of cases, one hears people refraining
from voting particularly in the urban areas
because they do not want to vote for the
same electable who have bought in change
for the better. Urban areas are marked by low
an absence of the

resident interaction,

‘baithak’
residents) culture. This is not only true of

(general commuting place for
upscale areas but also lower-middle income
neighbourhoods.

The logical outcome of NOTA will be those
elected will be more answerable to the voters.
This will
terms of broken promises to people they

make them more answerable in

represent. It will also make them more

answerable to the people in cases where

20180079:3/:1439°4 25015 e— T D I




rampant corruption committed, if any. In the
final analysis let the people decide whom to
vote for. That is the essence of democracy.
This should also mean they cannot be
appointed as advisors and chairpersons of
organisations.

Pakistan will not be the first country to
introduce NOTA. Various countries and
territories like Bangladesh, the American state
of Nevada, Greece and Columbia etc have
incorporated the ‘No Vote” or “None of the
above” option on their ballot papers. Canada
and Spain etc do not specifically have this
provision on their ballot papers, but they do
allow their citizens the right to decline to vote
or to leave the ballot papers blank in dissent.
Former Soviet Union had this provision in
1991 and after its break-up; Russia had kept
on giving this privilege to its voters till 2006.

A ‘none of the above’ option on the ballot
paper could motivate disillusioned citizens to
take part in the act of voting — without
compulsion. It could exert a new kind of
pressure on the political parties and
candidates, forcing them to see, in hard cold
numbers, the degree of frustration in their
own constituency. It could deflate support
levels of “populist” parties. In short, the
introduction of “NOTA” and “proportional
representation” in the electoral process of
Pakistan could bring about some positive
changes.

Source: Adapted from an article published in

daily Pakistan Today

Note: The editorial board of Perspective may not

agree with all information provided, analysis made

and conclusions drawn in the article.
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