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The Responsibility to Protect the World ...
from the United States

One of the most ingenious propaganda
weapons ever developed is that the powerful
nations of the West—led by the United
States—have a moral responsibility to use
military force to protect the rights of people
being repressed by their governments. This
“responsibility to protect” (R2P) always had a
dubious legal standing, but its moral
justification also required a psychological and
historical disengagement from the bloody
reality of the 500-hundred-year history of U.S.
and European colonialism, slavery, genocide
and torture that created the “West.”

This violent, lawless Pan-European
colonial/capitalist project continues today
under the hegemony of the U.S. empire. This
then begs the questions of who really needs
the protection and who protects the peoples
of the world from the United States and its
allies? The only logical, principled and
strategic response to this question is citizens
of the empire must reject their imperial
privileges and join in opposing ruling elites
exploiting labor and plundering the Earth. To
do that, however, requires breaking with the
intoxicating allure of cross-class, bi-partisan
“white identity politics.”

Neocons like William Kristol, Paul Wolfowitz
and Richard Pearl were the driving forces in
pushing for the war in Iraq. They understood
if they wanted to sell war, “Americans”
needed to believe the conflict was about
values, not interests. The neocons dusted off
and put a new face on that old rationalization
for colonialism—the white man’s burden.
Interventions were to bring democracy and
freedom to those people who were struggling
to be just like their more advanced models in

201857125 6/214391 1225619 s

the white West. Liberal interventionists
further developed those ideas into
“humanitarian interventionism” and the

“responsibility to protect.”

The fact that the United States and Europe
can wrap themselves in the flag of morality,
practice savior politics and get away with it is
a testament to the enduring psychopathology
of white supremacistideology.

The most extreme expressions of this
cognitive dissonance occurred during the
Obama administration, when the notion of
U.S. exceptionalism was used to justify
continuing the barbarism of the Bush
administration’s so-called War on Terror. With
this justification and the outrageous assertion
that it was defending democracy, the
U.S./EU/NATO axis of domination committed
crimes against humanity and war crimes that
resulted in the deaths of millions, while
millions more were displaced and ancient
cities, nations and peoples were destroyed.
The result? International Gallup and Pew
research polls have consistently shown the
peoples of the world consider the United
States the greatest threat to world peace on
the planet.

When the Trump administration released its
National Security Strategy late last vyear,
Liberal pundits suggested it was a significantly
different than any previous U.S. strategy. But
beyond some specific references to putting
“America” and its citizens first in relationship
to the economy, and the reactionary stances
of tightening border security and enforcing
strict immigration policies, Trump’s strategy
did not stray much from the post-Cold War
strategy of the preceding years.
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The difference that did exist was more in style
than substance. The Trump administration
completely dispensed with all pretexts used
by previous administrations. Even domestic
law, like the War Powers Act that was ignored
by the Obama administration continues to be
of no concern for the new Trump
administration. Now it is Trump’s “America
first” with no concern for international law or
accepted standards of behavior.
Unchecked by the countervailing power of the
Soviet Union, the bi-partisan National Security
Strategy produced in the 1990s that
committed the U.S. state to pursue policies
that would ensure continued U.S. economic,
political and military hegemony through the
21" century—the “new American century’—is
still the overall strategic objective of this
administration.
Even explicitly naming China and Russia as
“competition” that threatens to harm the
country’s security was not that much of a
departure since the centerpiece of U.S policy
has been checking any state that challenged
U.S. power in any region. The Trump
administration named threats to U.S. interests
— Pakistan in South Asia, China in East Asia,
Russia in Eurasia and Iran in West Asia — with
jihadist groups included in case the United
States needed a Global War on Terror (GWOT)
justification for U.S. interventions anywhere
in the world.
While Neocons and liberal interventionists in
previous administrations sugarcoated U.S.
geo-strategic objectives to mask hegemony,
the Trump rhetoric is crude, direct and
unambiguously aggressive. Protecting U.S.
interests in the 21 century means relying on
military aggression, war and subversion.
Source: Adapted from an artide on
CounterPunch
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