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When the commoners smelled the

“Elixir of Self-Realization”!

French revolution was no doubt a great event
in human history which had far reaching social
and political impacts and has inspired people
across the globe. However, there is a huge
difference of opinion regarding what sorts of
changes it really brought about. Some of the
changes are quiet obvious such as the
demolition of privileges in the social domain
the
constitutional

from monarchy to
the
political domain. Though, it is a fact that

and transition

republicanism in

these changes didn’t last long and the
minimalists have every reason to argue
against such claims. The real purpose of
this tract is to identify the impacts that did
last and continued to shape the social and
political landscape of the world, giving
birth to the modern era we are living in
today. In my opinion these were the
“Feeling of dignity” and the “Feeling of
self-realization”.

Much of the Western political history we know
today till the French
characterized as the age of Monarchy whereby

revolution can be

Ruling families used to claim their right to rule
this
unchallenged more or less. Their legitimacy

over people and claim remained

used to be established through a heroic figure
in the past who had given some good service
to the nation. In most cases the service used to

By: Muddassir Rasheed

be the defense of country’s boundaries (it’s no
surprise that the father figures of most of the
monarchies were military commanders). His
later generations just used to claim their
legitimacy based on this heritage. Then there
was the Church, which used to approve the
Monarch’s Rule “on God’s behalf” and hence
used to claim their share in the regime. No
wonder that this alliance always remained in
the nobility. Below this layer of nobility there
used to be the working class and then the
lower class. This has been more or less the
social and political environment throughout
the Western human history. There was no
dignity, no honor for the classes below nobility.
They were there to serve the nobility. This
habit of obedience was established through
generations and generations of slavery and it
was this pattern of obedience in which rested
the real power of the Monarchy-Church
Alliance.

What happened during the French revolution
is that the Monarch Louis the 16" offered the
working class, the Sans-culotte, an opportunity
to share the responsibility with him in the
estates general in 1789 to avert the economic
crisis, thanks to the suggestion by none other
than the hero of the two worlds, Marquis de

Lafayette. The famous Lettres de Convocation

spelled:




Convocation spelled:

"We have need of a concourse of our faithful
subjects, to assist us surmount all the
difficulties we find relative to the state of our
finances .... These great motives have resolved
us to convoke the assemblée des Etats of all
the provinces under our authority...."

And it was that moment of ignition, like a
parched land, when given even a pinch of
water sucks it in in no time, the deprived were
given the “sense of dignity”. The sans-collate
grabbed that opportunity immediately and
then held on it. The events that unfolded
afterwards such as the convention of national
assembly, the tennis court oath, the assembly
of church of Saint-Louis, Necker’s dismissal,
the storming of bastille and so on gave them
further opportunities to strengthen their grip
on power and during these events they were
not alone, the “sense of dignity” had already
inspired the common people who rushed in
support of the National Assembly, “intoxicated
with liberty and enthusiasm”, as rightly said by
Francois Mignet.

It was not the first time however that the
oppressed had tasted the “Feeling of dignity”.
It happened few other times in history as well,
notably in the Roman republic era i.e. from 6t
to 15' century BC. Similarly it happened for a
short period of time during the reign of
Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) and his early
Caliphs (RA) in the 6™ century AD but rolled
back soon during the Umayyid and Abbasid
Monarchies. Inthese eras the class system was
also abolished and common people were given
the opportunity to participate in the state
affairs. However, it is rare that the common
people had the opportunity to taste the
“Feeling of self-realization”. As mentioned
before, the legitimacy of the monarchies was
more or less based on their services in

defending the boundaries of the country.
People were willingly giving them their
obedience because in return they would
protect them. During the French revolution,
what happened after the death of Louis the
16 is very important. As this was perhaps the
first time the people and their representatives,
not as common soldiers but as commanders,
defended the country from foreign forces and
averted the economic crisis. The monarch was
no longer needed as common people realized
that they could defend their country
themselves.

It was at that time when they tasted the
“Feeling of self-realization”. These two feelings
the “Feeling of dignity” and the “feeling of Self-
realization” are thus the most revolutionary
impacts of the French Revolution which lasted.
They drastically changed the common people’s
perceptions and attitudes and gave them that
confidence and courage that shaped the
political and social landscape of not just France
but the whole world afterwards and hence
gave birth to the modern era we live in today.
Editor’s Note: The author of this tract is a
Rafique of Tanzeem-e-Islami. The views
expressed by the author in this tract may not
necessarily reflect the official narrative of
Tanzeem e Islami.
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