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An Analysis of the “Jerusalem Decision” by Trump

The recent decision of US President Donald J.
Trump to recognise Jerusalem as capital of Israel
IS no surprise as he clearly mentioned the event
in his election campaign promise. Trump’s
rejection of Obama’s Two-State solution was the
beginning to implement Zionist agenda. Within
hours of his victory, Israel’s Minister of Education
Naftali Bennett stated, “Trump victory is an
opportunity for Israel to immediately retract the
notion of a Palestinian State.” Saying this, he
cited Trump’s election manifesto. Before Trump,
Bill Clinton and George W. Bush also pledged to
move US. Embassy to Jerusalem if elected but
they extended the timings on the pretext of
National Security.

The pro-Israel forces have always been the
choice of foreign policy, security and advisory
team to the American Presidents. Even during
Obama Presidency, major positions were
occupied by the pro-Israel lobby i.e. Jack Lew as
Chief of Staff to President, David Plouffe as
Senior Advisor to President, Dan Shapiro as
Ambassador to Israel, Eric Lynn as Middle East
Policy Advisor and Stephen Simon as Head of
Middle East/North Africa Desk at the National
Security Council.

Interestingly, all these had dual citizenship of
America and Israel. They have approximately 115
members in U.S. Congress and more than 40 in
the House of Representatives and the U.S.
Senate respectively. Trump also gives preference
to pro-lsrael forces as despite lack of political
experience Jared Kushner was given the

responsibility for Middle East. Trump had the
stage already set by his predecessors as the
Jerusalem Embassy Act passed by U.S. Congress
in 1995 mandating relocation of embassy to
Jerusalem allows the president to waive the
requirement in accordance with US national

security interests. It also recognised that “each
sovereign nation, under international law and
custom, may designate its own capital” and that
“since 1950, the city of Jerusalem has been the
capital of the State of Israel”.

As per the 1947 United Nations partition plan,
Palestine was divided between a Jewish and an
Arab state, with Jerusalem and surrounding
areas designated as an international territory
under U.N. administration. But in the first Arab-
Israel War of 1949 Israel occupied the Western
part of the area and eastern part from Jordon,
but the international community did not
acknowledge either claim. Afterwards, in 1967,
Israel again occupied the East Jerusalem and
surrounding area as well.

The world leaders, including U.S. allies, harshly
criticised Trump’s move. Russian President, Putin
said, he is ‘deeply concerned’” and called
Palestinians and Israelis to ‘hold back” and renew
negotiations. Moscow also said that it considers
East Jerusalem to be the capital of a future
Palestinian state, and West Jerusalem the capital
of Israel. China is also concerned of its deep
economic engagement with Israel and Palestine
and such a move will further escalate the
situation.

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said, “I
have consistently spoken out against any
unilateral measures that would jeopardise the
prospect of peace for Israelis and Palestinians.
There was no alternative to a two-state solution
and Jerusalem was a final-status matter only to
be settled through direct talks.”

The Arab and other Muslim World also reacted
very harsh and strongly condemned the Trump’s
move. President Erdogan of Turkey commented:
“By recognising Jerusalem as the capital of Israel,
the US has crossed the ‘red-line’” for Muslims.”




Israel, the US has crossed the ‘red-line’ for
Muslims.” Shahbaz Sharif of Pakistan stated that
“the religious sentiments of 1.5 billion Muslims
have been deeply hurt by the US" decision to
move its embassy from Tel Aviv to the holy city
of Jerusalem, instead of ‘advancing the peace
process’ the US move has dealt the severest blow
to the efforts of peace”. He further said that “the
Palestinians have been deceived once again.”
Iran seemed more critical as Iran’s Supreme
Leader Avyatollah Ali reacted to
Trump’s move on Israel by saying, “Their
announcement of Quds as the capital of
Occupied Palestine proves their incompetence
and failure.” President of Iran Hassan Rouhani in
a telephonic conversation with Turkish President
Erdogan urged Islamic countries to be united in
the face of Trump’s “illegal, provocative and very
dangerous decision.”

The chief of staff of the Iranian Armed Forces,
Major General Hossein Bagheri said Trump’s
decision to recognise Jerusalem, as Israel’s
capital will “usher in a new intifada against the
Zionist occupying regime.” He added that the
U.S. “plot” will further unite Islamic “resistance”
and lran is duty bound to safeguard all Islamic
Holy sites. Egypt also condemned Trump’s
decision and said it did not change Jerusalem’s
disputed legal status. Qatar’s foreign minister,
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani,
said Trump’s move was a “death sentence for all
who seek peace” and called it “a dangerous
escalation”.

The situation demands to move towards peace
process as President Trump has complicated the
regional dynamics that can result in violence,
terrorism, killing and disaster for peace in the
region. The European Union, the United Nations
and other major powers of the world don’t
endorse Israeli claim on Jerusalem as its capital.
The UN Security Council in 1947 had already
designated Jerusalem an international zone
governed and monitored bv UN forces. But

Khamenei

Israel’s prolonged behaviour of occupation
creates a worst situation for Palestinians as a
number of cases of human rights violations and
illegal settlements on the disputed lands have
been reported. Despite UN resolutions against
such moves Israel is not only defying the UN but
also making a mockery of international law and
human rights.
Recognition of Jerusalem as capital clearly
provides an opportunity for Israel to take
exclusive control of entire Jerusalem. The
international community is worried of such a
move and did not recognise the idea as it has
long-term implications for peace and security in
the Middle East.
After  assessing various criticisms and
condemnations, one can easily understand the
current, crosscurrent and undercurrent of the
present situation in the Middle East. Middle
Eastern countries, which are divided on the line
of sectarian dominance and fighting for regional
supremacy have their own compulsions and are
just like pawns in the grand chessboard. The two
major players, Iran and Saudi Arabia, are in no
position to retaliate such a move. Saudi Arabia is
witnessing a political turmoil and highly
dependent on long-term ally, US. As Iran has
leverage by defeating US-Saudi led groups in
Syria, and Saudi Arabia is losing credibility as a
leader of Sunni States as differences with Qatar
and Turkey is the pointer to the fact. After
assessing the ground situation, President Trump
deliberately made the occasion as he clearly
understands the regional dynamics wherein
Saudi Arabia and Egypt are under the shadow of
alliance and security by US and lIsrael against
‘common enemy’ Iran. It clearly reflects that only
condemnations shall take place by Middle
Eastern powers and the Palestinians will face the
worst possible outcome.

Source: Adapted from http://radianceweekly.in/
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