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Pentagon admits presence of

US Troops in Yemen

On 20 December 2017, The Pentagon admitted
for the first time that it has “conducted multiple
ground operations” in Yemen, the impoverished

and war-ravaged country on the Arabian

Peninsula, while conducting more than 120 air
strikes there this year, triple the number in
2016.
This revelation of an escalation on yet another
front in the expanding US military intervention
in the Middle East came as Yemen marked the
1,000™ day of war.
Multiple aid agencies issued statements
warning that the deaths of millions are
threatened as the war claims more victims and
plunges vast portions of the population into
conditions of famine and disease. |
The depth of the country’s humanitarian crisis
was underscored - this week with the
announcement by the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) that the number of
cholera cases in Yemen had reached one
million, making the ongoing epidemic by far the
worst in recorded human history.
The rapid spread of the disease, which has
claimed the lives of over 2,200 people since
April 2017, a third of them children, is an
unmistakable manifestation of the destruction
of Yemen’s social infrastructure by the nearly
three-year-long, unrelenting bombing and
blockade of the country.
Cholera is easily preventable and treatable so
long as there is access to clean water. Bombs
and missiles, however, have destroyed much of
the Yemen’'s water and sanitation
infrastructure, while the air, sea and land
blockade has deprived the country of fuel
needed to run whatever systems have survived
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the onslaught. Meanwhile, at least 50 percent

of Yemen’s health care facilities have been
destroyed.

According to the ICRC, 80 percent of Yemeni
population now lacks access to food, fuel, clean
water and health care, creating the conditions
for the spread not only of disease, but also
famine. In a report released Thursday in Cairo,
the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization said
that one-quarter of the Yemeni population,
nearly 8 million people, was suffering from
severe food insecurity, placing their lives at
imminent risk. Another 36 percent of the
population faced what the agency referred to as
“moderated food insecurity.”
The Pentagon report mentioned in the
beginning also acknowledged that in the wake
of its increased ground operations and the
dramatic escalation’ of its bombing campaign,
the number of “ISIS fighters” in Yemen had -
doubled since the beginning of the year 2017,
an estimate that SUggests the US campaign is
having little impact outside of killing civilians,
and is a sideshow gompared to the war being
waged by other countries with Washington’s
backing.
The White House has condemned the “abortive
missile attacks” in Saudi Arabia launched by
Houthi rebels, but tried to fan regional sectarian
conflict by claiming without any substantiation
that lran was responsible. US imperialism is
supporting and expifpiting the slaughter of the
Yemeni people to create the conditions for a
new region-wide war between Saudi Arabia and
Iran with incalculablé global consequences.
Courtesy: Global Research
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